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Heaven amid heavens, 

 Full of charming characters; 

Alpha in beauty, 

Repository of elegance; 

Royal city of nobles, 

Known for its intrinsic qualities; 

A walled city state, 

 Full of relics of civilization;  

Radiant city 

 The Mecca of the nation. 
 

THE WARM HEART OF ETHIOPIA 

WITH DIVINE HOSPITALITIES 
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Nurturing and Preserving Home Characteristics - 

 

It is the awakening  

in the inner depth of the heart  

that awakens the realms of appreciation of 

own strength and values. 

Both ignorance of own cultural values 

and the veneer of modern cultural civilization 

enslave the mind. 

Do not be your own cultural destruction guide. 

 
-Haji Khalil Edriss Abougn 
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PREAMBLE 

 

Significant Generations and Destiny 
 

“It is the awakening in the inner 
depth of the heart that awakens the 

realms of appreciation of own 
strength and values. Both ignorance 

of own values and the veneer of 
modern cultural civilization enslave 

the mind. Do not be your own cultural 
destruction guide. Be yourself by 
nurturing, preserving and sustaining 

home characteristics based on the 
greatest constitution (Qurán),” says 

Haji Khalil Edriss Abouygn. 
  

From various scripts about Harar, no wonder Harar has a 

fascinating history with its unique culture and tradition spanning 

over 1000 years. The richness of Harari culture, tradition and 

distinctive language make the City of Harar one of the unique cities 

in Ethiopia, as well as the warm heart of the Horn. Dynamic, 

rigorous and energetic all aptly describes the ancient walled City 

State of Harar.  

 

This slim book poetically attempts to highlight the dynamics of 

some Harari cultural and traditional values, Harar’s aura per se, 

which have miraculously survived many centuries long turmoil 

from a number of local and outside invaders.  Although, its history 

is filled with trial and tribulations, the citizens are known for their 

cheerful outlooks, generosity, divine hospitality and peaceful co-

existence. These are some of the deep characters that make Harar 
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the warm heart of the nation and the fascinating whole. And, its 

sophisticated arts, handicrafts, costumes, manuscripts and cultural 

values add excitement to its spicy history, as a whole. 

 

Referred as the intellectual and learning center of a dynamic 

society for centuries, Harar is national and international but 

uniquely Harari, as well. The journey of indigenous knowledge and 

experiences began in the center of this walled city-state. 

 

Harar is a city on the go. Young and old alike cherish activities and 

zealously participate, whether it is work or play; and as a result, it 

is referred as the Mecca of the nation. The city’s colorful relics of 

civilization can easily be observed from the houses, labyrinth 

streets, the shrines, boroughs and tillage. Most of all, the unique 

cultural costume, deluxe Harari living room full of fascinating 

handicrafts, arts and artifacts reflect the history spanning since 2nd 

century. 

 

Within this tightly written book of modest length is packed a small 

treasure of data, challenging ideas, commitments, continuity and 

reviews of the struggle between tradition and modernity.  In this 

tour de force of few pages, I have tried to capture the uniqueness of 

the tradition by-way of lyric poem; however, it is not by any means 

exhaustive. It is an attempt to provide a taste of the tradition for 

Hararis1 and for interested readers alike who value diversity and 

respect cultures of the world. The task of collecting, compiling, 

editing and publishing traditional materials must be treated as a 

matter of continuation. 

 

The book just gives us a-glimpse of the city’s heritage, and also 

reminds us the subsequent stages of the city’s literacy growth 

                                                           
1 The indigenous people and cultural elite of the city and speak a Semitic language, Harari (Ge’ 

Sinan, as they call their own language) who nowadays are found across the city boundaries in 

virtually in the whole of Ethiopia and around the globe. 
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which cannot be successful unless such literature becomes a part of 

the new generation’s consciousness. In fact, tradition cannot be 

inherited, and if we want it we must obtain it by great labor. Thus, 

the strength of the continuation of oral and written traditions, and 

practising it within the nation, as well as in remote areas of the 

world is a mammoth challenge, but do-able with determination by 

those who care about the society, in general.  

 

It is, in fact, a fate of determining the Harari future. The questions 

are – Are we choosing extinction? What is our destiny? How do we 

keep the chain of Harari values as Hararis are scattered all over the 

world nowadays? It is a call to everyone. A call each and every one 

must reply to it to define alternatives. It is the search of Harari 

intellectuals, community workers, and concerned individuals at-

large to uphold “Harari identity’, and thereby gain a balance 

between the roots of the tradition and the onslaught of modernity. It 

is a question as to what are the best strategies, and revealing 

individual responsibilities in the sum for achieving more 

reconstruction, development and viability among Hararis and in 

Harar.    

 

Here-with-in it is no exaggeration to be sensitized with rainbow of 

information, and going through the aura of traditional values. This 

sort of anthology may take us through a myriad of factors and 

thought provoking realities that bear upon the basic question of 

facing the challenges.  For instance, as home affairs, 

responsibilities of learning and teaching of the language lies 

basically on individual actions. Mind you, language holds together 

a culture; without language a culture can easily be disintegrated. 

No generation should be the weakest link of the chain, the reason 

for disintegration and discontinuity in passing the heritage to the 

next generation. It must be taken as a day to day responsibility and 

duty. How many of us feel the responsibility of passing on the 

ideals nowadays, and not to be the weakest link of the chain 
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because of the veneer of modern civilization? Every one has the 

responsibility to nurture and preserve home characteristics; 

otherwise it is just being like cancer that eats its own survival 

mechanism in the society. 

 

I hope one might take this book as a momentum behind the history 

of Harari values, and at the same time an assistance to x-ray the 

reasons of inadequacies of teamwork in preserving the indigenous 

knowledge and experiences nowadays. The book obviously begins 

by highlighting the survival of Harar’s identity after forceful 

marginalization in over century domination. Despite the problems 

of transition and in-depth eroded sentiments here and there, the 

book is mainly intended to remind us to make more effort in 

instilling this priceless culture and tradition into the young. It is to 

guide the young not to fall into identity crises, as well as, not to be 

trapped in the veneer of modernity. Most of all imprint in the 

young intact morality and teach them a sense of what they are in 

real light. Confront underdevelopment; explore the wonders and 

excitement of your society, promise and uphold its torch!    

 

To say the least, the book is an insightful journey within the City of 

Harar in determining the destiny and synthesis against the 

pernicious, persistent parochialism, and mental enslavement that 

typifies so many of the present day systematic value disintegration 

around the globe. 

 

Let the journey continue by sustaining indigenous civilization, 

knowledge and experiences.  

Ge’ harda nur’zeaw Amana! 

Ge’ Haraka, Kuluzolea Beraka 
 

Professor Abdi-Khalil Edriss Abouygn 

April 2007 
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THE GLORIOUS BEGINNING 
 

Welcome to the magnificent Ethiopia, 

To the walled city of Harar in East Africa, 

And to the UNESCO’s 2003 Laureate city  

Awarded for diversity, tolerance, peace, and unity. 

 

No wonder that Ethiopia has 

A fascinating history 

Of its diversified cultures and traditions 

Spanning over 2000 years. 

 

Spectrum of cultures and traditions, 

Living like a united family for centuries 

Conveying a unique history to all generations; 

 

The depth of multicultural characters, 

The beauty of the traditions, 

The friendly atmosphere, and 

The thirteen months of sunshine 

With its hospitable and friendly people 

All make Ethiopia the earthly paradise. 

 

Harari culture and tradition, 

One of the astonishing cultures of Ethiopia, 

Survived long trials and tribulations; and 

Its beauty is part of Ethiopia's complexion 

 

Sophisticated arts, artifacts and handicrafts, 

Richness in aesthetic standards, intrinsic qualities, 
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Decency, and enormous intelligentsia; 

Of this often-untold unique culture 

Are embodied within Ethiopian galaxy 

And African universe for many a century. 

 

The richness of Harari2 culture, 

And a distinctive language 

Make the city of Harar 

The glamorous ancient city of Ethiopia 

And the warm heart of East Africa. 

 

Friendly, dynamic, vigorous and energetic 

All aptly describe the medieval walled city of Harar. 

 

Although its history 

Was filled with trials and tribulations, 

The citizens are known 

For their cheerful outlooks, 

Generosity and divine hospitality 

Such inner beauties make Harar 

A spicy city of all; 

The endless cultural diversity makes it 

A mysterious fascination whole. 

 

Harar, the intellectual center of a dynamic society, 

Has many national and international qualities, 

With uniquely Harari vitality. 

 

Harar is a city on the go. 

Young and old alike 

Cherish activities and 

Zealously participate, 

Whether it is work or play, 
                                                           
2 ethnic group residing in Harar since 9th Century 
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Its morning prayers call for; 

Peace, hard work and togetherness.  

 

The city's colorful and refined relics of civilization, 

Old houses, decorated city gates, 

Surrounding stone walls, shrines, 

Religious sites, boroughs, market places, 

A museum piece residences, gathering areas, 

Labyrinth streets, inter-linking roads and 

Most of all ancient manuscripts, literatures, 

Colorful and refined artifacts, handicrafts 

Cultural and traditional attires 

All reflect a unique history of the city 

Spanning over one thousand years. 

 

The historical messages are simple and clear. 

Tradition cannot be inherited, 

Nor transferred through genes, 

Nor transfused through blood vessels, 

Nor transplanted as organs, 

Nor painted on faces, 

Nor grafted in the bones.  

But, must be obtained by great efforts 

For its continuity to the next generations. 

 

Specially, question not 

To catch young people 

When they are young enough 

To implant in them 

A sense of what is wrong and right, 

A sense of who they are in the real light. 

 

The challenging tasks are - safeguarding 

Innocent young souls from mental enslavement, 
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Constantly educating them 

With the essence of the society; 

In appreciating the special history 

That has been developed, 

The values practiced for many a century. 

 

The priority of every individual 

Within the society should be 

To protect the culture and tradition from deterioration 

Resulting from sheer ignorance and 

The veneer of modern civilization. 

 

Having room to dynamically improve 

Within the realms of own society, but 

Not adopting alien civilization 

That is incompatible with divine constitution,  

And oft-times destroys the soul 

Of morality mercilessly for real.  

 

Not surprising to share the responsibilities 

Of own society, and be part of own self 

To keep the priceless values always alive. 

The Harari culture and tradition 

Has already survived numerous insidiousness 

Of insiders and outsiders for centuries. 

 

Most of all, 

Before the veneer of modern civilization, 

The alien immoral characteristics 

Wash us away; 

Wake up to play a role within the society, 

Keeping the soul of morality unscratched, 

And safeguarding a family as always united. 
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Otherwise, if no immediate caring, 

Nor sharing of responsibilities, 

It is being like a cancer that 

Eats away the body  

It lives in all its ways. 

 

Be yourself 

Live by mutual respect; 

Like Mother Nature 

Be an epitome of harmony, 

Showing diversity with unity 

In action everyday; 

Follow the laws of nature very simply, 

Tolerance, respect and harmony. 

 

Be culturally pollution free 

And adulteration proof, 

Take responsibilities 

In your own community 

To cultivate intellectuality. 

Keep intact cultural structures, 

And traditional invaluable values; 

Adoring the integrated family structure 

With all desirable characteristics, 

Which have been embodied ever since. 

 

The tradition continues, 

The city of Harar, 

Along with other sister cities, 

In Ethiopian galaxy and African universe 

Illuminates as an epitome 

Of a peaceful social system; 
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Exemplifying moral integrity, 

Social viability and impartiality 

To the rest of the world 

For the coming many a century. 

 
 

City of sunshine with divine hospitalities. 
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FACES OF HARAR 

Harar has everything one may want, rich culture, a myriad of 

goods, but most of all, enthusiastic and charming people, 

anxious to share their exciting city. 
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FACES OF HARAR 

Harar is always on the go. 

The young and the old 

preserving and nurturing 

the culture and keeping 

the traditional values 

alive 
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PLACES IN HARAR 

Harar is the center of learning. The mosques and places of 

veneration are perfect resource centers. 
 

 

 

AAW HAKIM 

Mountain 

Reminder of 

justice, peace 

and unity 

Nowadays 

various types of 

marble are 

extracted from 

the mountain 

AAW ABADIR 

The Grand Place 

of Veneration 
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Amir Abdullahi Public 

Hall at the Heart of 

Harar City 

Harar Municipality 

A sample of Harari 

architecture 
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ABCD ... OF HARAR 
 

Harar, 
A.  The origin of social services and community - Afocha 

B.   The basket of unparalleled natural beauty in the horn 

C. City state which issued its currency in the 16th century 

D.  The cradle of dynamic diplomacy and divine hospitality 

E.  Principal commercial emporium on the Horn of Africa 

F. Home of friendship and extended family 

G. Home of the first concept of one God on the Horn of Africa 

H. The hub of humanitarian people for over 1000 years 

I.  City of intellect and integrity  

J.  Jewel of divine knowledge in the Horn 

K.  Source of kindness in the region 

L. Home of the Harari language and UNESCO laureate city 

M. Medieval city of morality and the Mecca of the nation 

N.  Holy city with ninety-nine mosques 

O.  The core of oneness and optimism in East Africa 

P. UNESCO’s 2003/4 Laureate City of peace  

Q. Home of "Qur'an" versed people in East Africa 

R. Open museum of relics of civilization since time immorial 
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S. Home of seventy-six Amirs (Kings) until 19th century 

T. Center for tolerance and togetherness in the Horn 

U. The web of unity with diversity 

V. Home of eternal verities and virtues 

W. The warm heart of Ethiopia 

X. The X-colony of unjust empire 

Y. Home of the youth of the nation 

Z. City State of zest and zealous to please all 

 
 

 The center for social engineering 

And follower of the greatest code – peace. 
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A GLIMPSE OF THE CITY 
Medieval walled city of Harar with its various relics of civilization 

including the decorated five city gates and challenging network of 

streets. 

 

A piece of Heaven 

Refreshingly, HARAR! 

City State of over 

1000 year old!!! 

Badri Beri 

Gate 
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Argoberi Gate - 2005 
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The Gate of Nesr (Victory) in 2005 

By the twelfth century, Harar was 

already renowned as a place of 

learning and as an emporium of 

exotic goods. 
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A GLIMPSE OF THE CITY 

Late 19th Century historical houses in Jugal such as Muhammed  

Ali’s (right) and Teferi’s(left) houses. 
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HISTORICAL SOCIAL EMBLEM 
 

Harar, 

The medieval city state, 

The warm heart of the horn, 

And the soul of the nation; 

 

Located in the east part 

Of Ethiopian highlands, 

With its paradisiac climate 

And many historical sites. 

 

An ancient metropolis 

City state of 1000 year old, 

A fully developed city 

In the second millennium AD. 

 

In spite of isolation 

As an interior city from the coasts, 

Historically renowned 

As a learning center at all times; 

City of intelligentsia 

Full of sacred principle memorizers, 

And of all kind scholars and educators. 
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The ancient walled city-state, 

Full of a maze of narrow alleys, 

A network of streets inter-linking farms, 

Many a labyrinth interconnecting the boroughs;  

And the inner city known as Jugal3 by the locals. 

 

Genuine records 

Confirm its enviable beauty, 

Its dynamic existence 

Since the 9th century. 

 

The vibrant trading center 

Of all the Horn's city, 

The only city that struck its own currency, 

Known as Harar coins and saaq4, 

In this part of Africa in 16th century. 

 

A notable dynamic city from back then, 

With full of relics of civilization 

King Haboba5 enthroned in nine sixty-seven, 

As the founder 

And the first king of the lively town. 

 

Sacred city state in the Islamic kingdom, 

Ranking after Mecca, Medina, and Jerusalem. 

Ninety-nine mosques, 

The oldest Al-Jammi6 within, 

                                                           
3 Inner city in the State of Harar. Harari historian and others have recorded that Jugal was 

founded in about 7th century AD. 
4 Currency used from 16th century up until 1886 G.C. 
5 The first king of the State of Harar. 
6 In Mohammed Hassen’s thesis (BA, History, 1973/74, AAU), this great mosque was founded 

in 1216 AD, and the most exciting wonders in it are the two minarets and the 58 massive 

pillars. 
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Over hundred shrines 

And historical sites of veneration. 

 

City embraced by old great walls, 

With its five decorated security gates 

Unique in design, 

Specific name to each given, 

Argob-Berri7 on the east 

Asedeemi-Berri8 on the south-west 

Suqtaat-Berri9 to south-east 

Assum-Berri10 to the north  

Bedroo-Berri11 to the south 

Solid structure and fortress, 

Protector against vicissitudes,  

The greater shield from hordes of invaders, 

Colonialists and European soldiers for years. 

 

Geraad12 Ali Bin Omar, 

As a charismatic team leader 

Initiated of constructing the stout wall around, 

And then completed by Amir Nur13 the legend. 

 

A heroic king feared for his might 

Loved for his generosity and wisdom; 

                                                           
7 the gate of the Argobas (one of the ethnic groups lived in the surrounding areas) 
8 the gate named after a noble warrior in 16th century  
9 the gate of traders, mainly comprising tanners and leather workers 
10 the gate of pepper, especially pepper prepared with other spices, as the name implies most 

spices trading took place through this gate 
11 the gate of the evil eye people; perhaps people who resided in the surrounding area had 

different characters as oppose to the mainstream residents 
12 the Amir or Chief of Harar who started constructing the surrounding wall 
13 King of Harar who completed the surrounding wall, and remembered as the gallant fighter 

who defended Harar. He was the successor of Imam Ahmed (nicknamed Ahmad Grang), who 

went out from the Eastern Ethiopian Muslim State to fight the Christian Empire of Ethiopia in a 

war that lasted 15 years. 



Harar Jugal: Historical Quality to Treasure  
within Ethiopian Galaxy and African Universe 

 

 

- 37 - 

 

Resisted all kind of marauding invaders 

At all times for his peoples' freedom. 

 

The victory over Atze Gelawdewos14, 

Over several other marauding hordes, 

And over Portuguese soldiers and musketeers, 

Made Amir Nur the legend of all times. 

 

Ruled by its seventy-six kings of the royal family, 

Known for their integrity, unity and impartiality, 

Up until early 20th century. 

 

Neighboring marauding invaders, 

Supported by all sorts of forces of colonization, 

Soldiers, arm dealers and spies of European origin; 

Arthur Rimbaud15 a poet, adventurer and trader from France, 

Sir Richard Burton of Britain, 

An adventurer, libelous-hysterical historian; 

 

The combined Portuguese forces and musketeers, 

Began carnaging the surrounding autonomous states; 

Established locally infamous empire, 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

    

The assassination of Harar's heroic leaders, 

Ahmed Ibrahim, Amir Abdullahi and others, 

At the dawn of the century and mid-nineteen forties, 

By the monstrous colonialists and invaders; 

Marked the end of the sovereign states; 

                                                           
14 One of the Ethiopian leaders, who tried unsuccessfully to annex the state of Harar, and were 

defeated by Amir Nur.  
15 A poet and trader from France who lived in the city for quite sometime, and built European 

style house in the inner part of the city. 
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In spite of the insidiousness of insiders, 

And hostilities of outsiders, 

The soul of the city 

Remained unscratched for centuries. 

 
 

In Harar, morning prayers are peace, guidance, 

togetherness and hard work. 
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THE RESTORED RIMBAUD HOUSE 

A building dating from the end of the 19th century 

greatly credited to Jean-Nicolas Arthur Rimbaud 

(1854-1891), a French poet, merchant and 

adventurer, who lived in Harar for about 10 years. 

Today, the Rimbaud’s house is used as a museum, 

centre for documentation, archives and research for 

the Harar region. 
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IMAGES OF THE CITY 

 

A city of simple life and togetherness, 

Smiling throughout in spiritual blessings, 

Sharing the glory of happiness, 

In all welcoming manners and friendly ways, 

Like Mother Nature in all her beauties and bounties. 

 

A notable Muslim city known for its unity, 

A den of intellectuals and the symbol of diversity, 

Exercising peace, prosperity and equality. 

 

The heart of trading and shopping paradise, 

An emporium of handicrafts and exotic goods; 

In the middle of beautiful hills and valleys, 

Surrounded by "Hakim16" and magnificent mountains; 

With its fresh breezes and paradisiac climate, 

Thirteen months of sunshine 

Touching the feelings of innermost. 

 

The shining beauty and charming inhabitants, 

Maintaining unique tradition and values 

Decency and unity their qualities in actions. 

 

The unique Harari language among the Semitic, 

Full of old noble literatures and fine manuscripts; 
                                                           
16Literally it means a healer or judge; name given to the surrounding mountains on the west 

side of the city 
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Distinctive Harari cultural attire with fine arts; 

Panoramic Harari deluxe room full of mystical handicrafts; 

And the miraculous survival and development of these; 

Attributed to the inner strength of Harari generations. 

 

Preserving the unique cultural effects, 

Maintaining places of honor and veneration 

Including the shrines, mosques and palaces; 

Many cultural and traditional activities for centuries, 

Make you wonder of the dynamic continuation 

Of these priceless values to these days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It is the awakening in the inner depths 

of the heart that awakens the realms of appreciation 

of own strength and values. 

Both ignorance of own values 

and 

 the veneer of modern cultural civilization 

 enslave the mind. 

Do not be your own cultural destruction guide. 
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SOCIAL ZODIAC 

A dynamic and energetic city, full of 

charming and alluring characters. 

Harar is the city on the go. Young 

and old, men and women, boys and 

girls alike cherish activities and 

zealously participate, whether it is 

work or play. The use of ‘bamboo’ 

symbolizes togetherness and 

bestowing blessings for the newly 

wed couples. 
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The Grand Mosque 

AL-JAMMI 

As it stands today - 2005 

 

This great mosque was founded in 1216 AD, 

and the most exciting wonders in it are the 

two minarets and the 58 massive pillars. 
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DYNASTY OF HARAR 
 

Historical records show that over seventy kings (Amirs) or 

rulers had governed the state of Harar from 967 to 1886 AD. 

Harar was one of the sovereign states that were annexed by 

Emperor Menelik in 1887 to form the greater Ethiopia.  Before 

the annexation, Harar was governed independently over 960 

years by its own Amirs as listed next. 

 

 

List of Kings/Rulers (Amirs) of Harar 

969 – 1886 AD 

 

No 
 

NAME OF THE RULER 

YEARS 

REIGNED 

 1 Amir Haboba 969 – 1000 

 2 Amir Omar Al-Reeda (Shiek 

Abadir) 

1000 – 1020 

 3 Amir Omaredin 1020 – 1033 

 4 Amir Nasir I 1033 – 1034 

 5 Amir Feki Nesroy 1034 – 1038 

 6 Amir Nesir Bin Jemaledin II 1038 – 1039    

 7 Amir Muhyadin Yusuf Al-

Akhwan (Aw-Barkhadlea) 

1039 – 1065 
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8 Amir Omar Al-Reeda (2nd term) 1065 – 1066 

9 Amir Muhyadin Yusuf Al-

Akhawan (2nd term) 

1066 – 1067 

10 Amir Edal (or Amir Abdella) 1067 – 1086 

11 Amir Maya Lama 1086 – 1105 

12 Amir Taadina Binti-Meeya Lama 1105 – 1128 

13 Sultan Har Har (Sultan Haz 

Ba’az) 

1128 – 1183 

14 Sultan Hussein 1183 – 1202 

15 Sultan Abdallah I 1202 – 1216 

16 Sultan Omar Walasma 1216 – 1293 

17 Amir Baz’yewe bin-Walasma 1293 – 1313 

18 Amir Haqudin bin-Walasma I 1313 – 1320 

19 Sultan Sabradin bin-Muhammed 

bin-Mansur I 

1320 – 1324 

20 Amir Jemaludin bin-Muhammed 

bin-Mansur Sabradin I 

1324– 1331 

21 Amir Qatt Ali bin-Sabrudin 1331 – 1364 

22 Amir Ahmed bin-Qatt Ali 

Sabrudin (Harb Aar’aad I) 

1364 – 1366 

23 Amir Haqudin bin-Muhammed 

(Harb Aar’aad II) 

1366 – 1386 

24 Sultan Saad’adin bin-Muhammed 

Harb Aar’aad I 

1386 – 1415 

25 Amir Sabrudin bin-Saad’adin bin-

Harb Aar’aad II 

1415 – 1424 

26 Amir Jemaludin bin-Saad’adin 

Harb Aar’aad II 

1424 – 1432 

27 Sultan Badlayy bin-Sultan 

Saa’adin bin-Ahmed Harb 

Aar’aad 

 

1432 – 1445 
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No 

 

NAME OF THE RULER 

YEARS 

REIGNED 

28 Sultan Muhammed bin-Badlayy 

bin-Saa’adin bin-Harb Aar’aad 

 

1445 – 1471 

29 Amir Ibrahim bin-Muhammed 

Aaw’rae Abubakhar 

1471 – 1471 

30 Amir Shemsudin bin-Muhammed 

bin-Badlayy 

1472 – 1487 

31 Amir Ibrahim bin-Qatt Nasrudin II 1487 – 1488 

32 Amir Muhammed Az-har’adin 

bin-Abubakhar bin-Saad’adin 

1488 – 1492 

33 Sultan Mahfuz 1492 – 1517 

34 Sultan Muhammed III 1517 – 1519 

35 Ibrahim bin-Ahmed (Amir Hubati) 1519 – 1519 

36 Gerad Mahfuz Awaz Wasane 1519 – 1520 

37 Amir Mensur I 1520 – 1521 

38 Imam Mahfuz bin-Muhammed 1521 – 1522 

39 Amir Gerad Aboygn 1522 – 1526 

40 Sultan Abubakhar bin-Sultan 

Muhammed 

1526 – 1527 

41 Imam Ahmed bin-Ibrahim 

(Muhammed Gragn) 

1527 – 1543 

42 Sultan Omar’adin  1543 – 1549 

43 Amir Nur 1549 – 1553 

44 Sultan Ali bin-Omar’adin 1553 – 1555 

45 Sultan Barkat bin-Omar’adin 1555 - 1559 

46 Amir Nur (second term) 1559 – 1567 

47 Amir Osman bin-Badlayy (or 

Osman Al-Habesh) 

1567 – 1568 

48 Sultan Taalha 1568 – 1569 
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No 

 

NAME OF THE RULER 

YEARS 

REIGNED 

49 Sultan Nesir bin Osman 1569 – 1571 

50 Sultan Mohammed IV 1571 – 1572 

51 Amir Mensur bin-Muhammed 1572 - 1577 

52 Imam Muhammed Gasa 1577 – 1583 

53 Amir Sa’adudin III 1583 – 1617 

54 Amir Sebro bin-Adem 1617 – 1646 

55 Amir Sadiqq bin-Yahya 1646 - 1646 

56 Melaqq Adem Amir Sediqq 1646 - 1646 

57 Amir Ahmed II 1646 – 1647 

58 Amir Ali bin-Dawud  1647 – 1662 

59 Amir Hashim bin-Ali Dawud 1662 – 1670 

60 Amir Abdela bin-Ali Dawud 1670 – 1699 

61 Amir Taalha bin-Abdela bin-

Dawud 

1699 – 1721 

62 Amir Abubakhar bin-Abdela bin-

Dawud 

1721 – 1732 

63 Amir Khalef bin-Abubakhar bin-

Abdela Dawud 

1732 – 1733 

64 Amir Haamo bin-Abubakhar bin-

Abdela Dawud 

1733 – 1747 

65 Amir Dawud bin-Abubakhar bin-

Abdela Dawud 

1747 – 1755 

66 Amir Ahmed III bin-Abubakhar 

bin-Dawud 

1755 – 1782 

67 Amir Ahmed VI bin-Yusuf bin-

Dawud 

1782 – 1783 

68 Amir Abdushakur bin-Yusuf Afifa 

Dawud 

1783 – 1793 
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No 

 

NAME OF THE RULER 

YEARS 

REIGNED 

69 Amir Ahmed IV bin-Muhammed 

bin-Yusuf Afif Dawud 

1793 – 1821 

70 Amir Abdurahman bin-

Muhammed bin-Yusuf Afif 

Dawud 

1821 – 1825 

71 Amir Abdukarim bin Muhammed 

Bin Yusuf Afif Dawud 

1825 - 1834 

72 Amir Abubakar (III) bin Amir 

Aftal Gerad 

1834 - 1852 

73 Amir Ahmed (V) bin-Abubakhar 

Aftel Gerad 

1852 – 1856 

74 Amir Muhammed bin-Gerad Ali 

bin-Abdushekur bin-Yusuf Afif 

Dawud 

1856 – 1875 

75 Ra’ouf Basha (Egyptian 

Administrator under Khedive’s 

Rule) 

1875 – 1885 

76 Amir Abdulahi bin-Muhammed 

bin-Gerad Ali bin-Abdushekur 

bin-Yusuf Afif Dawud 

1885 – 1887 

Note – For historical details on these Harari rulers, refer to a book entitled 

“Ye Harari Amazsi”  

 

 

 

Historically, you go to heaven if you die in Harar. 
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AMIR ABDULLAHI, the legend who  

defended Harar from a number of 

invaders of the time.  
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HISTORICAL FACT 
Did you know … The foundation of Harar goes 
back to the foundation of the first Muslim 
sultanate at the central and southern Ethiopia 
in 896 AD. Despite this fact, in 1521 AD Amir 
Abubakar Muhammed transferred his capital 
from Dakar to Harar which before long 
emerged as the most important town in the 
horn of Africa.  
 

 

Ahmed bin Abibaka 

Amir of Harar – 1853-1856 
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Legendary Hararis who fought for the right 

and integrity of Harar in 1950’s; They had 

gone as far as Cairo to be heard diplomatically 

and resolve peacefully the forceful 

marginalization and integration of the Harari 

Society.  
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AFOCHA17 

THE SUN OF THE SOCIETY 
 

 

Afocha, 
The practical social services and community, 

In the City State of Harar since second century. 

 

The community, Afocha, is an exemplary, 

That sets the highest standard 

Of human character and social viability. 

 

The fundamental integrity 

Of Afocha characterized by, 

Its commitments of applying the high degrees of intimacy, 

Moral commitment, emotional depth and social unity; 

Most of all, showing to Allah its complete accountability. 

 

The identity of the Afocha equally centers 

Upon the principles of consistent balance 

And unity of purpose, reciprocity of feelings, 

                                                           
17 The community at large; institution of associations of all ages and gender - older men 

(fathers), older women (mothers), young ladies, young men functioning as social engineers. 

These associations take over religious tasks such as organizing processions to holy shrines and 

neighborhood self-help schemes. 
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Solidarity, positivity and exemplary conduct; 

Teaching continuous harmony 

With practicing of all in effect to the generations. 

 

Implementation of moderation in life within the community, 

Balance in support of the needy with practicability; 

The core tenet of Afocha as its high integrity, 

Transmitting spiritual and traditional decency, 

For generations to keep sound morality. 

 

Afocha's commitments showing mutual fulfillment, 

Self-realizations, peace, compassion, hope and comfort. 

Moral charity, spiritual elevation and serenity, 

Its major elements including peace and human stability. 

Its involvement in all community activities for ages, 

In disseminating knowledge and formation of families; 

The quality that truth and virtue as its primary goals, 

Including simplicity, courtesy, compassion and humbleness; 

Most of all teaching spiritual principles and the high standards, 

Following the laws of Allah in complete virtues and activities, 

Made Afocha a unique and practical community for centuries. 

 
 

 AFOCHA is the source of intellectuality 

 Photosynthesizing cultural continuity 
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 THE COMMUNITY 

AFOCHA is always the community in action. One of its 

dynamic commitments is the continuation of the viability of the 

society's verities and virtues through marriages. Afocha plays a 

huge role in all sorts of social engineering. 
 

Nekah in 

progress 
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WOMEN’S AFOCHA 

Mothers’ Afocha equally participate and play a role in social 

engineering, especially in imparting knowledge about family life, 

morally correct behavior and advising the young ladies who form 

the core of a family. In Harari society, it is said that a young lady 

filled with intrinsic qualities reflects her mother’s verities and 

virtues.  
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A MUSEUM PIECE 

HARARI LIVING ROOM 

 

Gider Garr18, 

The Harari deluxe living room, 

A museum piece at each Harari home; 

A multi-purpose place of relaxing, 

The center for social gathering. 

 

The cultural distinctiveness, 

In all panoramic Harari living rooms, 

Gloriously viewed and appreciated, 

Catching all the oral and written histories. 

 

Genuine architectural designs 

Of the doors, windows and inside walls, 

Decorated with Harari handicrafts, 

Stylized with Islamic scriptures, 

Fill you with ecstasies and admiration 

Of the unique and richness of Harari values. 

Passing through that decorated entrance, 

Entering this earthly paradise 

Takes you back to the delightful memories 

Of all the centuries. 

                                                           
18 Harari Living Room (also known as Ge’ Garr) with special designs and multipurpose 

functions, and virtually the entire wall surface is covered with basketwork and wooden bowls. 

The different niches serve as shelves and cupboards, as well.  
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Strikingly attracting, 

Many a spacious taaket19 and teeli taaket20 

The nineteen niches on the front and sidewalls 

Displaying sites of historical artifacts; 

All make you wonder of the advancement 

And the refinements of ancient times. 

 

The five divisions of nedebaa21 above the floor, 

Majestically designed as sitting places and retire. 

Amir nedebaa on the side-high level, 

Designated sitting place 

For elderly personalities; 

Equally suutri nedebaa 

As the sleeping site for owners; 

And gider nedebaa 

For the elderly as dignified sitting sites; 

And titt nedebaa at middle lower levels 

For individuals and genders of all ages. 

                                                           
19 A spacious niche in the wall, especially a displaying site for various Harari handicrafts in the 

living room 
20 a large niche or hollow on interior walls; also for displaying or shelving manuscripts and 

books 
21 Deluxe sitting place in Harari Living Room. . A standard Harari house has one living room 

with five raised seats. These seats signify social hierarchy – (1) the front seat is called Amir 

nedebaa; it is the special place for the owner of the house or for a learned alim, (2) gider 

nedebaa (large seating site), it is for the elderly, (3) suutri nedebaa(dignified site), it functions 
as a sleeping bed for the owner of the house, (4) tit nedeeba(small site), is a place reserved for 

ordinary folk, and (5) gebti’eher nedebaa(behind the door site) or qeacheen nedebaa, it is a seat 

also for common people.   
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The colorful covering of nedebaa, 

Beesaatt22 and kalimm23 of high angora; 

The lining of decorated mekhedaa24 

Along around the walls of nedebaa, 

All symbolizing a perfect harmony 

Of a traditional gathering area. 

 

Intricate and fine handicrafts 

On the walls and inside the niches 

Created and made genuinely 

By talented and artistic Harari ladies. 

 

Many a mystical fejaan25, gebetaa26, mott27, 

Hammat28 mott, segaari29, oukhaat mott30, 

Mudaaye31, mih’kak32 and other handicrafts 
                                                           
22 colorful carpet-like spread on the sitting place in Harari Living Room  
23 very colorful and comfortable Pursian like rag spread on the sitting sites 
24 colorful pillows along the walls on sitting place (nedebaa) 
25 food plate or bowl 
26 big wooden bowl 
27 food plate made of stalk and straws 
28 mother-in-law. Thus, hammat mott means mother-in-law’s basket. Mind you, besides the 

role of baskets as utilitarian and decoration, they also have symbolic role. For example,  

hammat mott has symbolic significance in rites of passage as in marriage. Every mother-in-law 

expects this basket from her daughter-in-law during the first year of marriage, and the mother-
in-law carries bread for social events in this basket denoting that they are on good terms with 

their daughter-in-law. 
29 colorful plate made of straws and stalks, usually hanging on the walls of Harari Living 

Room. This plate is used to serve food. Every bride is expected to have a pair. 
30 Literally it means breadbasket plate, and of course it is mainly used for eating bread. It is not 

used for decoration. 
31 richly decorated basket serves to keep incense(etan). Its symbolic role is that for three days 

after the wedding day, the bride has to send two bisha mudaaye(chewing gum storage basket) 

with chewing gum, two etan mudaaye(incense basket) with incense, one bottle of water and 

kuhul(eye make-up) to the bridegroom’s family. 
32 richly decorated and medium to large-sized plate with rounded base and foot-ring. Four 

leather strap handles with three cowries each at rim. There must be always two pairs, and their 

decorative role is that they are put up at both sides of the central wall above gidir nedebaa (big 

central raised seat in the living room). Their symbolic role is that during wedding ceremonies 
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In the niches and hanging on the walls; 

The spiritual messages all around the walls, 

Provide spiritual cleanness and viability for all ages. 

 

The Islamic scriptures 

Engraved all around the niches 

Provide purity and elation 

Of peace and togetherness; 

The society's vitality and virtues 

As experienced by all for centuries.  

 

The Harari unique deluxe rooms 

Having personal museum qualities 

Display household effects of high quality, 

The pride of the whole society. 

The sophistication of the relics, 

Many historic sites and handicrafts 

Representing the unique Harari culture and traditions, 

A history spanning over a-thousand years. 

 
 

Gider Garr (Harari Living Room) is a visual library of 

spiritual elation and center for destiny. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                           
they may be used as a lid for a darma darat, with food presents taken by the female relatives, 

friends or club(afocha) members to the bride’s or bridegroom’s family. 
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GIDER GARR AND HARARI ARTIFACTS 

Harari artifacts are various in kind and superior in quality.  

Depicting unparalleled sophistication in designs, and 

historical messages interwoven within each artifact and 

handicraft are amazingly enormous.  

GIDER GARR  

Heavenly! Harari Living Room 
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KEY 1 – View into the main living-room (Gidir Garr) 

Taqet (niches): 1N, 2N, 5N, 6N, 16N; Marbaraba (Shelves): 3; Nadaba 

Dera (Built-in cupboard): 4; Nadaba (Raised seats): 7, 8, 9, 10, 11; Dachi 

(Floor): 12; Makhazu (Pillar of the house): 5; Duldula (Pillar of the house 

opposite the makhazu): 6;  Qerar (Ceiling): 14; Waram moraja (Place for 

the spear): 15; Aflala moraja (Built-in niche for aflala): 17; Shubbakh 

(windows): 18; Nudul (Small window-hole): 19 

 

KEY 2 – Arrangements of baskets in the living-room (Gidir Garr) 
LM 1 and LM 2: lemat and la’ay moraja patterns I and II (may be replaced 

by the hamat mort); MiW1 and MiW2: mikhak and waskabmay with pattern 

I and II; M/M: makhazu mot; DM: duldula mot; A: afuftu; D: darat; KUM: 

kuya ou’khat mot; SB: sini’wa berelle; FG: finjan gar; AU: aflala uffa; SW: 

sagari’wa waskambay; G: gabata (wooden bowl); E: imported enamel ware 

plates. 

 
CULTURALLY CORRECT LIVING ROOM FOR THIS AND THE COMING 

GENERATIONS!!! 

INTERIOR DESIGN: Harari Living-Room and Arrangement of Baskets 

Adapted from Basketwork of Harar by Dr. Elisabeth-Dorothea Hecht 
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MUDAYY 

Durably made of straws and 

grasses. Used for storage of 

jewelers and precious metals 

GAEB 

Miscellaneous wooden 

cups, plates and 

storage facilities 
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MOTT 

Used as decoration, food storage and dinning plates 
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ADOBE HOUSES 

In Harar, most of the adobe houses are more than 400 years 

old now. Among these, the Harari National Cultural Center, a 

museum housing the cultural and traditional legacies, stands 

at the heart of the city for over 900 years now. 

ADA GARR 
(Harari National 

 Cultural Center) 

at the heart of city 
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HARARI COINS 

Harar coins, known as “Saaq, Mahalaq and 

Ashraf” were minted in the 16th century, 

and there were different types of coins 

denoting the ruler of the time. 
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RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

IN HARAR 

 

These religious holidays are based on Islamic calendar, which 

started counting from the date Prophet Muhammed (pbuh) fled 

to Medina in 622 AD, and this date is well known as “Hijra”. 

 

 

 

Month 

 

 

Name 

 

Date 

 

Specific Holiday  

[Harari] 

1 Muharum 

 

 Ashura 

1 

 

10 

Hajis Amet  
(New Year) 

Ashura (Preparation of 

food at place of venerations 

to feed  persons of all ages, 

as well as, ‘hyenas’  

2 Sefer 15-30 Sefer Fatah (Special 

prayers and supplication) 

3 Ahatagn Mewlud 

(Rebe’ul’awal) 

12 Nebi Mewlud 
(Prophet Muhammed’s 

birthday (pbuh)) 

4 Ko’ota’gn Mewlud 

(Rebe’ul’saani) 

--- --------------- 

5 She’esh’tagn Mewlud 

(Jumadul Awal) 

3rd 

Friday 

Jumat Ber’khadlae 
(Special prayer day) 

6 Harata’gn Mewlud 

(Jemadul saani) 

14 Liylatal Zahra (Special 

prayer day) 
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7 Ra’gaa Somun 27 Me’eraj (Special prayer 

day) 

8 Suuti Wahri 15 

 

Hay’wan Hay (the day 

the prophet was guided to 

pray towards Mecca; hence 

special prayer day) 

9 Soomun 

(Ramadan) 

1 
 

 

 

 

15 
 

 

 

17 
 

 

 

27 

Abore’dena Hamdi 
(Thanks giving day to reach 

the beginning of the Month 

of Ramadan) 
Sorr Jijirr (Changing of 

food half way in the Month 

of Ramadan) 
Bedri (victory day for 

defenders of Islam during 

the Prophet’s era)  
Khatimutt (the day  

Qu’ran was revealed to the 

prophet (pbuh))  

 

10 

 

Shuuwal 

1 
 

 

 

 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

Eid Fitr (the day of 

breaking fasting; end of 

Ramadan and one of the 

two special holiday for 

Muslims) 
Shuuwal Eid (special 

holiday after fasting 

additional 6 days (notably 

equivalent to fasting a year) 

right after Eid Fitr)  

Ayamul Qeribb 

11 Zul Qiida --- --------- 

 

12 

Aarafa 

(Zul Hajj) 

9 
 

 

 

Mecca Araafa (the day 

Muslims from around the 

world get together and pray 

in Mecca) 
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10 
 

 

 

 

11-13 

Araafa ((the day Muslims 

around the world pray and 

celebrate in their own 

county) 
Teshriq (additional 3 

days, where the pilgrims 

throw stones in Mecca to 

mark Prophet Ibrahim’s 

(pbuh) stoning of the devil) 
Courtesy of Haji Khalil Edriss Abougn 

 
 

Harar revolves around only divine holidays: Eid-Fitr (end of 

Ramadan), Shuwal Eid (seven days after the end of Ramadan), Araafa (two 

months after end of Ramadan) and Nabi Mawlud (the Prophet’s birth day). 
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ASHURA 

On the 10th day of the New Year in Islamic calendar, known as Ashura 

in Harar, there are several public shows. One of the amazing ones is 

the ‘hyena feeding show’. The hyenas are fed meat, bones and 

porridge (made of wheat flour) to tell the fortunes of the New Year. 
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A VIEW ON HARAR 
 

By 

 Ahmed Zekaria 

Addis Ababa University 
 

Harar is located in the south-eastern part of Ethiopia. The old walled 

city known as Jugal33 has a population of over thirty thousand. Jugal 

is pear-shaped and covers an area of 48 hectares with a perimeter of 

about 3500 meter wall. It is the home of the indigenous Harari as 

well as other peoples living in the area – Oromo, Somali, Argoba and 

Amhara nowadays. Indeed, people from virtually all corners of 

Ethiopia may be found in this great walled city. A lot has been 

written about the natural beauty of Harar. About fifty years ago John 

Buchholzer (1955:101) wrote, 

 

“It doesn’t matter whether you go there when 

the coffee bushes are in flower and the air is 

heavy with their strong, bitter scent, or when 

the ripe fruit of the orange trees glow in the 

sunlight, it is always lovely in Harar; there is 

always something blooming, always something 

being harvested.” 
 

                                                           
33 The inner-city within the City State of Harar 
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A mountain-top view of Harar reveals a mosaic of diverse scenery. 

One sees great natural beauty in contrast to the beauty of the human-

built environment. The colors are remarkable. Outside the city walls 

the lush green foliage with meandering streams reminds one of 

Persian carpets. In contrast, inside the old wall the colors and shapes 

primarily whites and gray and a diverse range of geometric shapes of 

varying size. The hills on which the old city rests is constantly 

changing organic form, shaped and reshaped by the hands of masons 

for over a millennium. The houses, mosques, even the two churches, 

the market places and the narrow streets from this magnificent work 

of art. 

 

Moving from a macro to a micro view of the city reveals an 

abundance of aesthetic traditions that echo this beauty. The Harari 

house reveals a sense of proportion and a mastery of building 

technology, perfected over the centuries, that is, both warm and 

inviting. Inside the house, on the walls of the living room, one is 

overwhelmed with the balance and color composition of the display 

of baskets. The colorful dress of Harari women is another dimension 

of the beautiful aesthetic that permeates Harari life. 

 

What has been the primary driving force behind the development of 

Harari art? In short, it stems from the fact that the city has been a 

point of convergence for a number of major cultural traditions. It is a 

veritable melting pot. Harar has been the center of trade and learning 

for a vast region of the Horn of Africa for at least 1000 years. 

Various crafts and art were introduced by people from different 

places. These people came near and far, from all directions of the 

compass, to contribute their knowledge and expertise to the collective 

culture of Harar. Jewelry, calligraphy, bookbinding, embroidery, 

architecture and basketwork are just a few traditions that enrich the 

aesthetic environment of Harar. 

 
- Adapted from the article, A Harari Art: Basketry through the Eyes of 

Amina Ismael Sherif (1996)  by Ahmed Zekaria,  Harari Historian and 

Assistant Professor at Addis Ababa University, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  
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HARARI BASKETERIES 

Harar provides one of the mysterious fascinations, 

independent cluster of cultural and traditional values 

spanning over a-thousand year old. Some of these are 

colorful designs and Harari basketries as seen above. 

  
 

 

WESKENBAY 

Special lid for food 

holder during the 3rd 

day of Harari wedding 

(Aba ayam) 

MEHKAK 

Lid for various food 

holders and containers 

 

LEMAT 

Lid or  food holder 

for special occasions  

IRAZ 

MUDAYY 

Clothes 

cabinet 

MUDAYY 

Container 

for incense 
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VARIOUS BASKETRIES 

Talented and skilful Harari ladies make the ultra-refined 

handicrafts and artifacts. 

 

MEQAMAT 

Flower holder 
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HARAR IN HISTORY 
 

By 

 Dr. Elisabeth-Dorothea Hecht 

Kyoto University, Japan 

 

The old town of Harar, called Ge’ by the Harari, that is “the 

city” or “the place,” found it in its present shape under Amir 

Nur (1562-66), who built the town wall for a settlement which 

had probably existed since the 9th century. Amir Nur is 

therefore remembered as the founder of the city state and trade 

center of Harar. This state existed until 1875, when it was 

occupied for ten years by troops of the Khedive of Egypt. 

 

Amir Nur was the successor of the Imam Muhammed (nick 

named Ahmed Gragn), who in the 16th century, went out from 

the Eastern Ethiopian Muslim state of Adal (Harar being then 

under Adal sovereignty) to fight the Christian Empire of 

Ethiopia in a war which lasted 25 years. 

 

It eventually ended in the Christians being victorious after a 

successful battle fought at Lake Tana with the help of 

Portuguese corps under Cristoval da Gama, and with the help 

of Portuguese firearms (1543). Even when Amir Nur was in 

turn victorious over Emperor Atze Claudius in 1559, the 

situation did not swing round again in favor of the Muslim side 

as the city state was overtaken by Emperor Menilk in around 

1886. 
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However, both sides, the Christian highlands as well as the 

Muslim East, had suffered and were so exhausted that it 

became easy for the Oromo pastoralists from the south to break 

into the vacuum of devastated and depopulated area 

(Paulitscke, 1888). Already in April 1559, therefore, Amir Nur 

had to march against the new enemy, the Oromo. No doubt, the 

town wall he built was intended to protect the citizens of Harar, 

in particular against the Oromo, who in the centuries to come 

raided the town frequently, engaging in major skirmishes and 

inflicting heavy casualties outside the gates or forcing the 

princes to provide them with food and clothing (Paulitschke, 

1888:225). During the rule of Abu Bakr (1834-52), Harar was 

even sacked and occupied by the Oromo (Paulitschke, 

1888:227-228). 

 

While Harar gained a reputation as a center of Muslim learning 

in East Africa, it was first and foremost a prosperous trade 

center in the 17th and 18th centuries (Burton, 1856:323). Arab 

merchants settled in the town; and caravan routes secured far-

reaching trade contacts from the coast – Yemen, Arabia and 

India – to the highlands, in particular the provinces of Showa 

and Arsi (Paulitschke, 1888:260-261). 

 

The City-State and its trade deteriorated markedly in the 

beginning of the 19th century. Obviously the city became 

poorer because caravan routes were no longer effectively 

protected (Paulitschke, 1888: 237), very likely on account of 

the rule of weak princes. Stitz (1975) outlines the poor state of 

property of Harari citizen according to Harari sources written in 

Arabic in the early 19th century; Burton (1856;334-335), who in 

1854 had been the first camouflaged European to visit the city 

– at that time a forbidden city to Christians – reports on the low 

value of Harari coins. Paulitschke, the second European 
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traveler of the 19th century to reach the town and to give a 

realistic account of its life, refers to the economic recovery due 

to measures taken by Egyptian governors since 1875 to protect 

the caravan trade (Paulitscheke, 1888:228, 238-239). 

 

In 1884, the British government recommended to the Khedive 

in Cairo that he withdrew from distant and expensive outposts 

in order to cope with his own financial difficulties at home. 

Paulitschke was able to observe the preparation taken to 

transfer the Khedive’s governorate in Harar to the rule of Amir 

Abdullahi, a descendant of the last Harari dynasty. Amir 

Abdullahi, however, was unable to defend his small city against 

the troops of the king of Showa, Menilek, who later became 

Emperor Menilek II of Ethiopia. In  January 1887, after the 

battle of Challanqo34, Harar became part of the Ethiopian 

Empire. 

 

Non-Harari governors of the new Ethiopian province of 

Hararge, with Harar as the provincial capital, were Ras 

Mekonnen, a Showan nobleman and a kinsman of Emperor 

Menilek, and his son, Dejjazmach (later Ras) Teferi Mekonnen, 

better known since 1931 under the name of Emperor Haile 

Selassie I35. 

 

With the construction of the Franco-Ethiopian Railway from 

Djibouti and to Addis Ababa via the new railway station of 

Dire Dawa (a city about 55 km to the south-west of  Harar), 

Harar – once the center of the caravan trade – became 

economically paralyzed (Koehn & Waldron, 1975: 22). The 

establishment of the Military Academy of Ethiopia and the 
                                                           
34 The battlefield, close to the town of Chellenqo, West of Harar, where the battle between 

Emperor Menilek and Amir Abdullahi’s (the last King of the state of Harar) troops took place 

in 1886, and the end of the State of Harar marked after this date. 
35 Emperor Haile Selassie banned and imprisoned the last of Harari movement known as 

Khulub in the 1940s. 
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presence of the Ethiopian provincial authorities only served to 

postpone the economic and political decline of the city state. 

 

According to Stitz (1975), the Harari own less land outside the 

walls in the 19th century than in 20th century, despite the 

confiscation of land by the Amhara (one of the 82 ethnic 

groups in Ethiopia) conquerors. After the Amhara conquest, 

however, the Harari were forced to depend more on trade, 

commerce and crafts to make a living, a tendency which had 

already begun under Egyptian occupation. 

 

It was also noted that during the short period of the Italian 

occupation (1936-41), Harar profited from pro-Islamic policy 

of the Italian colonial administration and from the personal 

engagement of the eminent Italian Ethiopisant Enrico Cerulli. 

Ernric Cerulli, who was governor of Harar at the time, had 

published a number of outstanding works on the history, culture 

and language of the Harari and Somali. The restoration of the 

town wall and the construction of the stalls for the sale of meat 

in the central market, Gidir Magala36, are testimonies of that 

epoch.  

 
-Adapted from Dr. Elisabeth-Dorothea Hecht’s article – Basketwork of 

Harar, African Study Monographs (supplementary issue, no. 18, 1992), The 

Center for African Area Studies, Kyoto University, Japan. We acknowledge 

and especially thank the author to really bring out the facts about Harar to 

various stakeholders. 

                                                           
36 Big or Central market in the city 
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SEGARI 

Lid for metallic holders/plates 

Various basketries being 

used for decorations and as 

holders for various items  
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AFLALA 

Made of clay and used 

as a safe, container or 

small cabinet 

GEBETTA 

Bowl made of wood, 

and painted black 

UNIQUELY HARARI HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS 

in the niches and on the wall of every Harari home 
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THE VENUS 

MISS HARAR 

 

Said Gessi Ge’ Leeji37 

Of Gisti Ge’ Qahaat38. 

 

Seen you at one of the festivals, 

Shuwaal Eid39, or elsewhere; 

The glance I stole, 

The memory of that day; 

Wondering if the doors of heaven 

Were wide opened that day. 

 

Visualizing you always, 

Every moment when awake or asleep 

Playing continuously in all my senses. 

 

Your unparalleled beauty and decency, 

The sweet thoughts of yours 

Flowing in my body with rhythms. 

How are you ... Gisti Ge’ Qahaat? 

                                                           
37 gentle man of Harar 
38 lady of Harar 
39 festival especially designated for the ladies after the extra-completion of the fasting session. 

The 7th or 8th day after the end of the Month of Ramadan 
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A Harari Lady 

proudly in her 

cultural costume 
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Irresistible sensational creature, 

Incarnation of every desirable quality 

In the attar of roses and pool of beauty. 

 

Seen you wearing 

That colorful Ge’ Eraaz40, 

With that beautiful 

Ge’ genaafi41 of fine quality, 

The traditional costume, 

The pride of your society. 

 

Seen you in that high level costume,  

Shishiti shelal42 and meritorious conduct; 

You always shine in my soul, 

You ... you the aura of love, 

Eled43 Gisti Ge’ Qahaat. 

 

Your face is a full moon, 

Shining from the center of heaven 

With no jalibu or deprotozoa 

Or make-up to lighten up the skin; 

You are always my dream 

Of all the natural beauty queen.  

 

Your eyes are hurel eyni44, 

Emitting the golden rays for real 

With that touch of kuhul45; 

 

                                                           
40 costumes or clothes from Harar; name given to the traditional dress  
41 lady’s  trouser, part of the decorated traditional clothes 
42 Richly decorated and colorful dress for the ladies 
43 rose; hence Eled Gisti Ge’ Qahaat literally means  rosy Harari lady 
44 eyes shining like star 
45 eye make-up 
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Your haales46 soft hair 

Veiled with rubu'ae rubu'ae47, 

With baahat48 in the middle; 

Golden zerggef49 

On your forehead as a spectacle; 

Thinking of you always, 

As my existence and guardian angel. 

 

The kerofla50, chelaal mott51, ouzuun beelbeela52, 

The traditional pearls all over your ears; 

Seeing your smooth neck a-glimpse 

Ornamented by customized laazim53; 

 

The gleaming complexion with rosy cheeks, 

Glorifying your attractions 

In the realms of beauty universe. 

 

Between those luscious lips, 

I do see 

The sparkling teeth; 

Eloquent and ingenuous smile  

Full of wondrous delights. 

 

With your astonishing verities 

And eminent virtues; 

                                                           
46 smooth or soft hair 
47 a piece of colorful material, or the like worn by ladies 
48 a strip of decoration worn on the head by ladies 
49 golden or silver ornament worn around the forehead by Harari ladies at special occasions 

such as wedding invitations 
50 stylized earrings 
51 decorated earrings 
52 simple earrings 
53 big necklace made of gold or silver 
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Be my life-time princess, 

Mastering all my senses. 

 

Do I hear 

That melodic voice to my feelings, 

A voice of innermost sweetness; 

Raising me 

To the blissful elated heights. 

 

The sheader54 and atlaas55, 

The elegant wearing of yours 

The veiling of your beautiful haales56 hair, 

With that shaal57, fotaa58 or Harirr59;  

And the colorful Ge’ genaffi  

All depicting your decency in dressing; 

Keeping your cultural attires,  

Respecting your traditional values. 

 

Never have I got a chance, 

To be touched with those soft finger tips 

Decorated with those henna60 touches. 

  

Never have I resisted, 

To see your sensational hands 

Artistically colored with that henna61; 

                                                           
54 a piece of linen, or material worn by ladies to protect or cover their hair, and partly their 

faces. Sort of veil to cover their hair 
55 Harari ladies’ cultural dress or costume 
56 soft or smooth, and basically longish hair 
57 rebozo or a very colorful material or long and wide scarf worn by the ladies over their  heads 

and shoulders 
58 similar material as shaal , but a bit softer 
59 silk; part of the traditional clothes made of silk 
60 nail polish 
61 hand make-up or decoration on a lady’s hands or feet 
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The pretty wrists with many a shewaalia62, 

Enfold me with those smooth arms 

Sensing your mysterious warm phenomena. 

 

Being the rose of your family, 

The Venus of your society; 

Be the Nova of our family, 

The icon of our unity. 

 

Gisti Ge’ Qahaat 

What make you even more special, 

Under an azure sky, 

Raising you above all 

Are the inner beauties, 

The intrinsic qualities, 

Imaan63, sebri64, namusnet65 and nesubnet66, 

The magnanimity of your characters, 

The high-spirit-powered attitudes, 

And gloriously magnetizing manners 

You have developed over years. 

 

Knowing how to keep your decency, 

Waiting in patience and constancy; 

 

In the formation of happy family, 

That makes you the angel of soul unity. 

 

Are you rescuing me 

From the single-ness scholarship 

                                                           
62 wrist-lace made of gold or silver; usually at least two or more on each wrist  
63 perseverance, inner strength and/or appreciativeness 
64 patience, perseverance 
65 decency or elegant manners 
66 inner beauty, intrinsic qualities 
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And the cruelties of loneliness? 

When shall heaven reward you to me? 

 

To start the dynamic of togetherness, 

To walk along the rosy paths, 

To speak the language of oneness, 

To listen the inspiration of love in silence, 

To see the sparking-calling eyes, 

And the glory of everlasting happiness. 

 
 
 

Seek to Love- love that forever be 

Forever tell the love - love that told can be 
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THE VENUS 

Natural beauty and the shining star of the society. Atop 

of the alluring charm, magic attraction, glamorous 

beauty and mysterious fascination, many a Miss Harar 

is well known for her intrinsic qualities. 
 



Harar Jugal: Historical Quality to Treasure  
within Ethiopian Galaxy and African Universe 

 

 

- 88 - 

 

 

 
 

Folkdance – ladies traditional dance 
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THE COSTUME AND ORNAMENTS 

Uniquely designed dressing and high quality supplementary 

including earrings, necklaces, wrist laces, rings and forehead 

gears; worn usually for weddings 
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UNEPHEMERAL LOVE 
 

Gisti Ge’Qahaat, 

Here is the wonder of my gift. 

 

If the Prince of India built Taj Mahal67, 

One of the Seven Wonders of the World, 

In expression of his love for his wife; 

 

If Shakespeare had exemplified real-love 

Through the story of Romeo and Juliet; 

 

I would say that materials 

Are not the be-all and end-all of gifts; 

But, the first wonder of all things, 

Heartily thinking and good deeds 

Are the best of all gifts. 

 

Thinking of you aloud always, 

Here is my expression of my real-love 

For the one and only, the other half. 

 

Real-love for the one and only 

In the kingdom of soul unity 

And our love chemistry. 

 
                                                           
67 One of the Seven Wonders of the World in India; it was built as an emblem of love by the 

Prince of India for his wife.   
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Royal queen of my heart, 

And the masters of my senses; 

Your love is also my need 

And the melody to my feelings; 

As you have said you need me so 

In ultimate togetherness. 

 

Adoring you always, 

At all circumstances; 

Bird of beauty, 

In the making of peace and unity; 

Diamond of my life, 

In the realms of true love; 

Affinity for life 

In Almighty we entrust, 

To protect and keep our happy family tight. 

 
 

"Two halves make a whole," said they. 

 Nothing is impossible. Two entities but one soul, said I. 
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BELECHUU 

HARARI NUPTIAL DAY 

 

Of I feel the warmth 

The beginning 

Of my dream to reality; 

Of our love chemistry. 

Wishing the ultimate goal, 

You being my eternal soul mate, 

Eled Gisti Ge’Qahaat. 

 

Of I dream – 

When do I see you soon, 

The beauty queen 

In that kushaa buruqq68? 

 

I can’t wait to see 

All the beauty,  

The gleaming complexion 

On that day of happiness 

The auspicious day, 

The day our true love 

Made visible to all; 

The joining of two entities, 

The union of our hearts, 

Attuned to become one soul. 
                                                           
68 Bridegroom’s richly decorated clothes  
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I can’t wait to feel, 

To see the features expanding with joy, 

The radiating enjoyments 

Of our parents, 

Of all the relatives, 

Of all our friends, and  

Of all the Afocha members; 

In the aura of our love, 

And zeggen69 happiness. 

 

Of I wish - 

Seeing your feyfeyonet70, 

Luko71 body 

With your fenka72 twisty movement, 

To that mellifluous Harari music 

Among a galaxy of Harari girls. 

 

The trilling events, 

The dancing of togetherness, 

The happy moment of ankeer maahtab73, 

You being the center of the universe. 

 

Reciting Qur’an for qaleem masber74 

Showing the love of Allah, 

Promising your family life in the future. 

                                                           
69 engagement day or ceremony 
70 pleasant or sociable manners 
71 slim or attractive body 
72 hip 
73 an occasion two or three days before the wedding day when girls get together and sing at the 

pride’ home 
74 part of the wedding ceremony when the bridegroom recites certain part of the Qur’an; 

showing her knowledge of Allah fearing and love in the family formation based on the Laws of 

Allah. 
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Of I envision – 

The big nuptial day, 

The end of the beginning 

Of a life time; 

The jovial moment 

With unforgettable 

Memories of enjoyment; 

Enjoying belechuu75 and deeblan76 with zest, 

The inseparable bond with Gisti aruzit77. 

 

Of I enjoy - 

Seeing jovial aayaach78 

Ululating mothers, 

In cultural costume huulaa79 and Ge’ eraaz80 

Hearing their voices 

Saying Aruzit81 and Aruz82; 

Drumming the deff83, clapping kebel84 and hands, 

 

Singing ko’otaan ko’ot85 with sweet voices, 

Rejoicing the happiest moment in our lives. 

 

 

                                                           
75 wedding or nuptial day 
76 get together 
77 bride 
78 older ladies or mothers 
79 older ladies’ or mothers’ traditional dress(costume) made of red silk and black cloth 
80 Harari traditional clothes 
81 the bride 
82 the bridegroom 
83 small shallow drum with only one hand, and metal disks around the sides, played by 

shaking(striking) it with the knuckles 
84 two wooden pieces, musical instrument that are used for clapping(gives more sweet sound 

collectively than clapping bare hands)  
85 singing back and forth between two persons 
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Seeing all heads geared in qaa’wuq86 and kofia87, 

Having all the blessing and du’waa88, 

Hearing the echoing voices of fataah89 and zeekri90 

From exuberant fathers, 

Aawaach91 and members of Afocha, 

Elevating the joy of all phenomena. 

 

Of I feel the warmth – 

Enfolding our arms into each other, 

With many a meehez melaq92 

And meehez melaqit93 altogether; 

Along with henna gael94 and flower girls, 

Gathering of all relatives and friends; 

Gently whipping them all 

With that aruz qeattel95, 

As a sociability and unity symbol, 

Adding extra joy to this glorious will. 

 

Up in the sky in the community 

Galloping on majestically decorated horse; 

Radiating among traditional dancers, 

 

Accompanied by ululating and lady singers. 

Glorifying the beginning of family basis. 

 

                                                           
86 turban or a scarf wound around the head or around a cap or a headdress  worn by men 
87 head gear or round cap worn by Harari men 
88 blessings 
89 opening of prayer 
90 lyrically praising God(Allah); singing in Islamic ways about Allah 
91 fathers or older men 
92 best man 
93 bride’s maid 
94 a friend in need and indeed(lady to lady) 
95 the bridegroom’s whip 
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And I can’t wait 

For that guftaa mogged96; 

Decorating you with guftaa97 and nazee98, 

The symbol of your new status; 

And until I eat inaaye gebetaa99, 

The special food of your gracious parents. 

 

Isn’t this one of a kind moral technology, 

And a life-time elated soul uniting ceremony?  

 

Of I envision – 

The then after, 

Life filled with eminent virtues, 

Laughter and happiness. 

 

Of I think in reality – 

Solemnly I do promise, 

Equalizing my decency to yours. 

 

Holding your heart 

Carefully as a fresh rose; 

Adoring you, 

Being my eternal soul mate. 

 

Imprison me please, 

Like a bee with petals of yours, 

Magnetize me with the warm kisses, 

Wrap me around 

With those sensational arms; 

                                                           
96 one or two days ceremony after the wedding day, and highlighted by singing older ladies 

placing decorated piece of cloth around the head of the bride. This occasion symbolizes change 

of status or the transition of the bride to womanhood (motherhood). 
97 married lady’s decorated piece of cloth worn around the head 
98 strip of decoration that is wrapped over guftaa around the head 
99 special food prepared by the bride’s family soon after the wedding day 
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Otherwise, life is incomplete, 

And without you, 

It is unpleasantly meaningless. 

 

Never do I stop 

Praising you in a million little ways, 

For the coming lively zillion days. 

Oh, yes - forget me not, 

Come with me my forever, 

My eternal sweetheart, 

Eled Gisti Ge’ Qahaat. 

 

So with true love - 

Romance from the deep ocean of thoughts; 

Laughter from the colorful field of delights; 

Aroma from the city of sunshine; 

Tears from the endless fountains of heaven. 

 

 

Marriage is a most intimate communion, and the mystery 

of sex finds its highest fulfillment when intimate spiritual 

harmony is combined with physical link. 

-Qur’an 
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AFOCHA ENGINEERING FAMILY LIFE 

NEKAH ceremony, where agreement is reached 

between bridegroom’s father and bride’s father 

at her home through a Muslim Judge at the 

presence of Afocha members and elderly 

personalities 
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NO INVITATION CARDS, BUT INVITATION IN PERSON 

Dressed in cultural attire, the bride and her close friends go around 

homes and invite important people to attend her wedding ceremony. As 

she humbly invites people, she is given a glass of milk and various sweets 

at each house; Symbolizing and wishing peaceful and prosperous family 

life for the new couples 
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ANQER MAHTAB - Two or three 

days before the actual wedding day, 

the ladies’ committees (or mothers’ 

Afocha) begin the ceremony by 

singing and dancing in both houses 

throughout the night. This prepares 

the Afocha for full wedding activities, 

as well as, gives relatives (near or far) 

time for full participation. The bride 

and the groom actively participate 

among ululating mothers at this 

occasion. 



Harar Jugal: Historical Quality to Treasure  
within Ethiopian Galaxy and African Universe 

 

 

- 101 - 

The bridegroom happily is galloping on the 

shoulders of good friends, who are determined 

to make the occasion colorful and dynamically 

warm and joyful. The bridegroom whips 

possibly unmarried men to remind them to get 

married as soon as possible to form a peaceful 

and sustained family life 
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QALAM MASBER - At the bride’s house accompanied by elderly 

personalities, besides singing and dancing, a ceremony known as 

“Qalam Masber”, the writing of Quránic verses on a board and 

breaking the pencil by the bride is done. The event symbolizes her 

understanding of her marriage in Islamic tradition, and the elderly 

persons bless the couples to have peaceful, joyful and sustainable 

marriage entrusted in Allah. 
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ESTABLISHING A HOME - On the wedding day, the 

bridegroom’s father, friends and Afocha members, go and get 

the bride from her parent’s home. While leaving her parents 

home, the Afocha members observe, witness and count the 

various households effects she has prepared for her future 

home. The main items are - mekheda (pillows), kelim (Persian 

rug), kettle, bowls and related household effects to enable her 

to start her own home.  As seen above, AFOCHA members 

from both bride (right) and bridegroom’s (left) sides witness 

the occasion. 
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GOOD BYE - Last day at her parents’ 

home. The bride is dressed in cultural and 

traditional attires (Kabaa – golden and 

black), accompanied by two of her best 

friends (blue and red attires) and serving as 

‘best ladies’ during the wedding ceremony. 
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Veiled and accompanied by invited guests, singers, relatives, friends and 

family members, the bride majestically gallops on a well decorated horse 

towards where her sweet heart is excitedly waiting for her. Her brother 

or close male family members hold the umbrella and lead the horse to 

the destination. 

Waiting 
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THE FORMATION OF ONE SOUL 

One of the glamorous days in the community is the Harari wedding day. 

Unique wedding styles full of cultural and traditional songs, dances and 

religious activities. It is the day that involves persons of all ages and 

gender, as well as, the day true love is made visible in the unity of two 

entities to become one eternal soul mate divinely. 
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The Bridegroom with his 

best men dressed in 

culturally correct attires 

and head gears 

The arrival of the 

Bride to happily unite 

with the other half (the 

bridegroom) 
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On arrival, the bride would be secluded in a small 

room with the bridegroom and her best ladies only. 

The bridegroom gently whips her three times 

symbolizing the chasing of devil, if any, followed her in 

her single life. This is also the time the bridegroom 

unveils her face and embraces the union publicly. 

 
The couples 

accompanied 

by the best 

ladies; 

dressed 

cultural 

attires and 

ornaments 
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Photo opportunity 

with best men 

Photo 

opportunity 

with relatives, 

kin and kith 
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ARUZ GARR - Upon arrival home from public 

ceremony, the bridegroom along with others 

recite Quránic verses (known as YASIN and 

TEBARK) to mark the beginning of well 

blessed family life 

Before the bride 

and the bridegroom 

are left alone for 

the night, a once 

married (not 

divorced at all) 

woman would make 

the bride to lick 

honey. Symbolizing 

the blessing of her 

family life to 

become sweet and 

delicious as honey, 

fruitful and blessed 

with children 
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GUFTA MOGAD 

A day later after the public 

wedding ceremony, the 

bridegroom joins mothers’ 

club; marking her new status, 

“womanhood”. With an 

elaborate ceremony, the 

mothers stylize the bride with 

a new hair-do covered with 

‘guftaa’ and ‘nazi’( a set of 

decorated hair cover). The 

new costume, outfit stylized by 

a new hair-do marks the 

beginning of motherhood. 
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The last two days of the 

wedding ends with 

invitations and blessings 

from parents at 

respective homes. With 

advises, souvenirs and 

blessings, this marks the 

beginning of the new era, 

the FAMILY 

CHAPTER! 
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HARMONIOUS FAMILY 
 

A family spirit, 
Parallel to advanced material technology, 

There is also advanced moral technology 

Developed and practiced for many a century 

On this part of the planet very genuinely. 

 

The advancement in morality and disciplines, 

Purity, peace, love, unity, respect and togetherness; 

Free from greed, vanity, inhumanity and selfishness 

Experienced on pure divine principles for centuries. 

 

Inner strength and beauty in the family, 

The qualities that are foreign to foreigners, 

Are parts of the cultural and traditional values 

For all the past and the present generations. 

 

Traditionally large family and inter-personal relationship, 

Etiquette and filial piety criterion on the top, 

The fundamental guidelines for human relationship; 

Respect for parents and for the old naturally, 

Living together under one roof in peace and unity, 

The norms required for a bright and health society 

All are second nature for the Harari society. 
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1. Heart (Father) 
 

Keeper of integrity, 

The strength of the family. 

High spirit and well-being, 

The pillar of understanding. 

Alpha and omega, 

In the realms of caring and sharing. 

Lilies of reality, 

Of fertilizing ability. 

Knowledge his primary tenet, 

In cultivating of peaceful minds. 

Lively in oneness, 

The beating heart at any circumstance. 

 

 

2. Soul (Mother) 
 

Humanitarian, 

Mother of all humanitarians; 

Affinity provider, 

With endless source of energies. 

Woman of inner beauty, 

The soul of the entire family. 

Adoring at all times, 

Cultivator of inner strength. 

A guide and re-charger, 

Of confidence and peace of mind. 

A greater teacher, 

Of hope and fear buster. 

Humbleness her tenet, 

For anyone at any moment. 

Mum is love made visible, 

Unconditional love provider to all. 
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A woman of high quality, 

The strong pillar of the family. 

Noble characters, 

The epitome of loving mothers. 

 

3. Icon 
 

Affinity in the families, 

Reason of primary existence. 

Betterment of the family, 

Attempting of eternal unity. 

Dedicated and determined, 

In giving strength as united. 

Unconditional love for all, 

In fertilizing the family's potential. 

Loyal devotion in unity, 

Keeping dynamics in the family. 

Firm in action, 

Positive in intention. 

Empowerment of all, 

Of cleanness and viable moral. 

Together always, 

To the bliss point in the coming days. 

A tight unity, 

The family's inner beauty. 

Hand in hand with love, 

In the journey of our life. 

 

4. Reminder 
 

Estranger with no tasks, 

But protector at unexpected times. 

Liability of the families, 

But reminder of other aspects. 
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Inter-winding intentions, 

But negligent in actions. 

Affectionate for the love of others, 

But careless with own affairs. 

Survival is of primary tenet, 

No purpose in further growth. 

 

5. Nester 
 

Need assessor, 

And Nester of moralities, 

Energetic, 

Full of endurance. 

Serious towards achievements, 

Observer and reserved often times. 

Inflexible in will with good intention, 

Very assertive and firm in action, 

Moon type in appearance,  

But different in substance. 

Aura of togetherness, 

And keeper of promises. 

 

6. Zest 
 

Anxious about family, 

With distinctive style; 

Zenith in sociability, 

And ready to please all. 

Insensitive to issues, 

Full of free will and advice. 

Zealous in performance, 

Wanderer of things ephemeral. 

Amenable character, 

Few consideration of the future. 
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7. Unity 
 

High spirited, 

Exchequer of the family; 

Adorable, 

In the rare world of purity. 

Sunshine of the family, 

Serious thinker truly. 

Superb binding force, 

Keeper and protector of liveliness. 

Elegant manners, 

Radiant in strength. 

Noble characters, 

The qualities in actions. 

Endless source of patience, 

Counselor-at-large of reality. 

Tower of strength, 

The central pillar of unity. 

 

8. Altruist 
 

Altruism the quality, 

Vision of the family. 

Honesty with devotion, 

The quality always in action. 

An epitome 

Of a friend in need and indeed. 

Keeper of faith, 

Persistent follower of truth. 

Integrity and intimacy, 

Showing quality in the realms of decency. 

Moral purity, 

And a believer in unity.  
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9. Ambassador  

 

Keen and altruistic, 

Industrious in family matters. 

Hope of the family, 

Re-enforcer of oneness; 

Advisor at large, 

Gyroscope at any circumstance. 

Loyal in intention, 

Harmonizer in dire tribulation. 

Integrity of highest quality, 

The power of the family. 

Defender of unity, 

Representative of harmony. 

 

10. Humorist 
 

Fun loving 

And source of laughter. 

Optimistic thinker, 

In search of brain-power. 

Wisdom in the making, 

Creative of highest quality; 

Zest in sociability, 

And affable to everybody. 

Intellectual convictions, 

Focused aim with burning desires. 

 

11. Loyal 
 

Rational in thinking, 

Responsible with full of action; 

Elegant manners,; 

And humble in origin 
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Middle person in disputes, 

Serious fighter against prevarication. 

Efficient organizer, 

And honest performer. 

Devout believer, 

Persistent practitioner. 

Altruistic sympathizer, 

And vision of the future; 

Nimbus of the family, 

With Olympian calm manner. 

 

 

12. Charming 
 

Memorizer of divine principles, 

Persistent and consistent in actions. 

Attention seeker, 

With colorful manners; 

Rose of the family, 

Charming in the garden of lilies; 

Inspired beauty, 

Full of lovely stories. 

A blossoming omega, 

In the pool of beauty opera. 

 
 

An extended nuclear family is an almost perfectly 

functioning family 

That has integrated family characteristics. 

Keeping a harmonious family is the greatest contribution 

You can make to your society. 
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SOME RELICS OF CIVILIZATION IN HARAR 

 
QUR’AN 

Islamic Holy Book, hide bounded 

over 300 years ago  

Legendary Harari,  who 

meticulously bounded books, which 

were superior at his time. 

In fact, the tradition of reviving and preserving the old traditional knowledge 

of manuscripts and books binding continue to this day. Iconic figure and 

determined Harari, Abdella Sherif, who is relentlessly collecting all sorts of 

Harari valuables and reviving them to their original state, which reminds all 

Hararis to follow the footsteps of their ancestors.  Visit the personal library 

and museum of Abdella Sherif in Harar; it fills you with indigenous 

experiences instantly.   
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Amir’s chair some 

200 years old 

Amir’s bed some 200 

years old;  Made of 

wooden frame and hide 

strips (animal skin) 

spring 
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QERA’IF 

Slippers made of wood. 

Egroeconomically designed 

for comfort and health 

Air blower to fire wood. Or, perhaps it might have 

been used as a blower to dry writing-ink in the 

process of producing manuscripts 
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MESHERET - Various durable wooden plates, which 

were used for lining up traditional chewing gums 

AFER GAEB 

Mugs made of clay 
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Part of the surrounding wall, Jugal, 

which is about 3.5 km long 
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HARKOT 

Used to pair oxen for farming 

Book pressing device used for 

binding various manuscripts and 

books of the time in Harar; What 

a technology of the time, made of 

wood! 



Harar Jugal: Historical Quality to Treasure  
within Ethiopian Galaxy and African Universe 

 

 

- 126 - 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

CHAT QULUÉA 

Water container used during the 

chat chewing ceremony, socializing 

and getting together occasion 
HAY QULUÉA 

Milk container 

MEYY QULUÉA 

Water container for ablution 

and hygienic purposes 
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ARUZIT  MEKHADA 

Bride’s pillow, which is 

used to comfort her 

after her first intimacy 

 

HARARI SCRIPTS/ALPHABET 

19th century Harari script and its description. 

The lost treasure! 
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SOCIAL SPIRIT 
 

Harar is the warm heart of Ethiopia 

For some very good reasons; 

It is a city on the go always, 

Idealizing laughter and positive intentions. 

 

Young and old alike cherish activity 

Zealously participate, 

Whether it be work or play. 

As a result, streets are barely quiet 

In all aspects, social life is vibrant.  

 

It is a truism many a foreigner can verify 

To make an Ethiopian friend 

Is to create a friend for life. 

And Harar is the tap 

Of this kind of friendship, 

And where many a friend 

In need and indeed can be made. 

 

All sorts of positive actions, 

Enticing yearly events, 

Of real-real friends, 

Of harmonious families, 

Of sociable citizens 

Radiate from the city of sunshine, 

And the Mecca of the nation.  
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1. Shuwaal Eid100 
 

Shuwaal Eid, 

The day of remarkable celebration, 

The yearly all families convention 

And the marking of the fasting completion. 

 

Of the community feel of togetherness 

The happiest moment of observance, 

Special of all the occasions; 

The recurring festival once a year 

In the friendly city of Harar. 
 

Shuwaal Eid, 

The day of wholesome devotion, 

The yearly making of spiritual elation, 

Of the young, the old and the children 

With no age and gender discrimination. 
 

Shuwaal Eid, 

The day of remembrance 

Of the deceased through prayers for their souls; 

Of visiting the sick showing consolations, 

Extending a helping hand to needy persons, 

Far-reaching and extending in all directions. 
 

Shuwaal Eid, 

The day of thanksgiving 

Of gratitude to the Creator 

For His beauties and bounties of nature; 

Of the day expressing thankfulness 

As a spiritual and humanitarian obligations.  

                                                           
100 festival  or special occasion after the breaking of the fasting month (Month of Ramadan),  

which is celebrated yearly in Harar; a holiday especially designated to praise the Almighty 

overnight and the occasion whereby Harari ladies also radiate in the city as a group. 
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Shuwaal Eid, 

The day of victory. 

The yearly assembly at the heart of the city 

Expressing the cleanness and oneness of unity; 

Showing the life of decency and disciplinary 

That transcends all limits of discriminatory 

Based on the greatest constitution of purity. 
 

Shuwaal Eid, 

The day of the community, 

Oneness made visible to all. 

All faithful believers around the world 

Reaping the fruits of their good deeds 

In a friendly atmosphere and benevolence. 
 

Shuwaal Eid, 

The day of the family, 

The joyful moment of assembly. 

Designated especially as the Eid of the ladies 

Ending a fasting session for the beauty queens; 

Enjoying the warmth of happiness, 

Radiating the city's intrinsic qualities, 

Making them visible to all the families. 
 

Shuwaal Eid, 

The day of thrilling events. 

The day Gesi Ge’ Leeji is in delight 

Observing the jovial Gisti Ge’ Qahaat; 

Seeing all the adoring complexions 

At one of festive cites and gates 

Radiating from a number of natural queens. 
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2. Friendship101 

The city of all elegant manners, 

The source of real friendships, 

Emanating from morality concepts; 

Unlike ephemeral based relationships. 

 

Mereegn'net102 means a double real friend; 

A double friend in need and indeed, 

Actualizing the unshakable brotherhood. 

Gael'net103 means real friends for the ladies 

Showing the emerald of sisterhood qualities. 

 

A timeless friendship always, 

Practical at good or bad times; 

Always there in dire tribulation, 

As it is in the greatest constitution. 

 

No social status 

Nor the shape of the face 

Nor the color of the skin 

Nor national supermanship 

Determines a lasting intimate friendship 

In the land of extended family and hope. 

 

3. Cultivating and Fertilizing Education 

"To be or not to be," said Shakespeare. 

"If you say I can or I can't. 

 You are right," said Ford of automobile. 

"To be activated or remain inactivated. 

That is the determining factor," said Abdi Khalil. 

                                                           
101 Dedicated to my friends in need and in deed - Abdulhakim Mohammed, Fozi Bekri, Salah 

Mahdi,  Amir Salih and Abdulhafiz Mawi 
102 Real friendship between or among men 
103 Real friendship between or among ladies 
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Ignorance is darkness. 

Light it up with Education. 

Education activates 

The many dormant eyes of the mind 

That expands the level of consciousness. 

Our consciousness is a vital force 

Of our knowledge; 

Without education, 

We are incarcerated in deep darkness. 

 
 

(1) JUZAAMA, (2) KAH’FAAYA and (3) ABAQARA 

Harari certificate, diploma and degrees given at various 

stages of the completion of Islamic studies (Al-Qurán) 

1 
2 

3 
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4. A Wish to a Family 

 

All of our love from all of us 

To both of you, the united souls; 

Blossoming life 

And everlasting happiness; 

Delightful life 

For both of you day by day; 

Ultimate sweetness 

In the garden of roses, 

Lilies in the oneness valley of love, 

High spirit and well-being in life. 

Alpha and omega 

In the world of togetherness; 

Keep your smile, 

Charm and colorful attitudes; 

Inner strength the quality of oneness. 

Maximum and inseparable bond 

Of the love chemistry tightly combined. 

Nobel characters that became one soul already; 

Eyes of each other and vision of the family. 

Wishing you the best of best wishes 

In the garden of royalty and peace. 

Always wishing you happy married life; 

A pious marriage of two entities 

Lasting forever and ever for ages. 

 
 
The luckiest person on this planet is the one who is able 

to daily see the closest star in an azure sky 

that a hoard of money can never buy - one real family. 
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HARARI FAMILY NAMES 
 

Time comes and time goes, 

The family name never dies. 

 

The unique Harari family names 

Strongly survived for centuries; 

Originated according to a profession, 

The family’s historical functions 

Or by its role within the society, 

Maintaining its meaning for many a century. 

 

Recorded are the distinctive family names, 

In Harari cultural and traditional realms; 

Never budged for a single identity crisis, 

Shining like stars always in the universe. 

 
Harari Family Names 

 

A 
Aadish  

Aanees  

Aaqeel  

Aay Rahim  

Aayed  

Aaw Ali  

Awo  

Aba Deero  

Aba Geedeer  

Aba Erae  

Aba Haqa  

Aba Deed  

Abdal  

Abouygn  

Abrahamo 

Abulkhaes 

Abulser  

Adaawo  

Adeelalogn  

Aderea  
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Aeblaa  

Afan  

Ageree  

Ajaes  

Akeechu 

Alela  

Aleli  

Alem 

Ali Muuz  

Ali Bal 

Alla Kaen  

Alla Seet 

Amari  

Amarteeti  

Andargae  

Angut Ses Ses  

Ararso  

Areb  

Areb Hassen  

Argoba  

Ateero  

Awsaa  

Awtad  

 

B 
Bahar  

Bahrun  

Baro  

Beelal  

Beesharo 

Beesi   

Beeta  

Beleet 

Beraso 

Berterae  

Besheer  

Beolae  

Bombaa  

Bonaa  

Bondaa  

Boori  

Boremaa  

Borr   

Biba  

Budi   

Bukur  

Bukush  

Bulalae  

Bulugh  

Bunturo 

 

C 
Chaala  

Chaamae  

Chebeqo  

Cherare  

 

D 

Daber Shiekh 

Daebees 

Damees  

Darut Shuhum 

Deaw  

Dedefee  

Deebae  

Deelbu  

Deen  

Deen Zer  

Deersaahan  

Deeyab  

Degag  

Delal  

Delu  

Denbob  

Dereemo  

Dezo  

Doba  

Docho  

Dolal  

Dolo  

Doyo 

Du’alae  

Duldul  

Dunkuk  

Durar  

Duus  

 

E 
Eargu  

Easee  

Eassa  

Edaal  

Efaatee  

Egaal  

El Ber 

 

 F 
Feki  

Felo(Fedlu)  

Fereda  

Fereji  

Feseeh  
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Fetah  

Fezel  

Fudee Gaelae  

Fufuf  

Fundeesh  

Fur hamaat  

Furugn  

 

G 
Gaala  

Gebab  

Gebrae  

Gedad  

Gedeed  

Geedar  

Ge’lae  

Geeno  

Geerdeelae 

Gejaa  

Genemee   

Geraad  

Getoo  

Gog  

Gojamae       

Golae   

Goloo           

Gonderae  

Gonees  

Gudal  

Gudoor  

Guguba  

Gula  

Gulul  

Guraacho 

Gurad  

Gurae  

Gutu  

 

H 
Haachiro  

Haaqo  

Haashim  

Haay Lemud  

Haay  

Haaybae 

Oukhaat  

Habusquul 

Haluuwa  

Hanguula  

Hararo  

Harshi fur  

Huuluwlae   

Huumbegnaa  

 

I 
Imam  

 

J 
Jan  

Jangeer  

Jeedawee  

Jeem  

Jeen Hayaakh 

Jeerab   

Jejeba  

Jelo  

Juleem  

Jumaa   

K 
Kaakeji  

Kaanta  

Kamus  

Kebeer  

Kebeero 

Kechiin  

Keebo  

Keetab   

Kela  

Kelef  

Kelefoe  

Kello  

Kenaawoq  

Keneni  

Kerman  

Kershi  

Kerubuu  

Kewae  

Khaaya  

Khalib  

Khamis  

Khatib  

Khayero  

Koram  

Kuchulae  

Kulaa  

Kumash  

Kurtu  

Kuti  

 

L 
Laayeli Mar 

Laazim  
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Lam Hangur  

Leebaah 

Leebaan  

Leemaay  

Lembaa 

Lembee 

 

M  
Maru  

Maydeli  

Medahae 

Medeeb  

Meder  

Meeta  

Megala Kuri  

Megala 

Shuhum  

Megala Enchi  

Megala 

Oukhaat  

Megun  

Mehaani  

Melaaq  

Melaeyo  

Menadida  

Mencheror  

Menderae  

Menor  

Menufa  

Merdaa  

Merdi  

Merechi 

Gudoor 

Mersh  

Metteri  

Meto  

Metona  

Mewluud  

Mezan  

Mogn’yo  

Moti  

Mudeer  

Muli  

Mumeyae  

Munji  

Munshe  

Muq’dish  

Muq’ri  

Murat  

Murjan  

Musleeh  

Muslim  

 

N 
Nazero  

Netchih afer  

Neseer  

Nesroy  

Nubi  

Nugaayo  

Nur  

Nurae  

Nurish  

 

O 
Ougaaz  

Ougadaen  

Ounqaa shiekh  

Outaala  

Ouzuun  

 

R 
Raabsa  

Raahasaa  

Roba  

Roblae  

Ruutaa buun  

Saabeet  

Saani  

Saay  

Se’anber  

Sebri  

Sebro  

Sebuun  

Sedeesto  

See’nee  

Sefari  

Se’hal  

Seleetto  

Selkee  

Selman  

Selrae  

Semi geerad   

Semi’laal  

Semo  

Semod  

Serae  

Serkaal  

Sermedi  

Sewaki  

Shadeer  

Shami 
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Shanko  

Shariban  

Shebael  

Sheenawi  

Sheeqo  

Sheeridon  

Sheero  

Sheerwae  

Shel  

Sheno  

Sherif kuta  

Sherif  

Sherif beti  

Se’taa  

Shewaye   

Shiekh    

Shumburo   

Sood  

Soofi  

Soor  

Subhaan  

Sufur  

Suguayaa  

Sukar  

 

T 
Taaj  

Taala  

Taay  

Tebalalee  

Teeli qaehri  

Teeno  

Teera  

Teeyo  

Tenbakho  

Teree  

Tertu  

Tolaa  

Turae  

Tuumur  

 

     W 
Wabtaa  

Wadla  

Wakenae  

Walek  

Wancha Welem  

Wareeho  

Weber  

Wedaato  

Wenag  

Weree  

Werfa  

Wer’gaar   

Wersee  

Wesemae  

Wezeer  

 

      Z  

Zayedi  

Zeka meree  

Zemelkegana  

Zeqaeh 

 
By keeping your own identity 

Be part of your own history. 
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Adda garr 

Harar Cultural Center Harar, 

Ethiopia 
Museum housing over 800 years old relics of civilization 
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PLACES OF VENERATION 
 

There lie many historical sites, 

Places of longevity and virtues. 

Palaces, mosques and shrines, 

The historical relics of civilizations; 

Attracting many hearts again and again 

Deserving admiration and deep veneration. 

 

Aaw Abaader104 the greatest leader of unity 

Advocated peace, prosperity, and harmony. 

A symbol of virtues and verities, 

Loved and honored by all inhabitants. 

 

His shrine lies within the city, 

Among over hundred mystical shrines of unity 

Named equally after men and women 

Without any gender discrimination 

Before the dawn of modern civilization. 

 

THE SHRINES

                                                           
104 One of the Amirs of Harar, and religious leader in the 9th century 

  

Aaw Aasalhe 

Aaw Abaader 

Aaw Abaween 

Aaw Abdal 

Aaw Abdulkadir Jaylaan 

Aaw Abdulrahman 

Aaw Aboker 

Aaw Aboor 
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Aaw Adigdig 

Aaw Akhaal 

Aaw Ali Hamdogn 

Aaw Ali Nur 

Aaw Ali Feff 

Aaw Amira 

Aaw Ansar 

Aaw Arabi Nur 

Aaw Arekaah 

Aaw Aresumaay 

Aaw Ased 

Aaw Ashaafa 

Aaw Asosum 

Aaw Bahaar 

Aaw Barsoor 

Aaw Bedri Abaader 

Aaw Berkhadle 

Aaw Buuba 

Aaw Chukaala 

Aaw Ezeeni 

Aaw Farris 

Aaw Gudoor 

Aaw Hakdin 

Aaw Hakim 

Aaw Hamid 

Aaw Hassen Geestiyach 

Aaw Huutub 

Aaw Imamerdeen 

Aaw Kelka 

Aaw Khalid 

Aaw Khatib Shalah 

Aaw Khazir Abouygn 

Aaw Khurfo 

Aaw Khutub 

Aaw Mehilae 

Aaw Menker 

Aaw Mensur 

Aaw Meraayama 

Aaw Merkeb 

Aaw Meyaa 

Aaw Mezerat 

Aaw Muhammed 

Aaw Mujaahideen 

Aaw Musae 

Aaw Nugus 

Aaw Nur Ahmed Yaasin 

Aaw Omar Zeyde 

Aaw Qur’an Ge’ 

Aaw Rumaan 

Aaw Ruukhub 

Aaw Saayed Ali 

Aaw Sabeet 

Aaw Sebrea 

Aaw Semerae 

Aaw Senem Abseer 

Aaw Sherif 

Aaw Shuulum Muhammed 

Aaw Siraaj 

Aaw Siraay Arnooj 

Aaw Soophi 

Aaw Waanis 

Aaw Wakberaa 

Aaw Wancha 

Aaw Weeli Nur 

Aaw Weeliwa Yeemaju 

Aaw Weraabis 

Aaw Werika 

Aaw Zeenab 
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Aaw Zeenab Zeemelkach 

Aaw Zemzem 

Aaye Aabida 

Aaye Amir 

Aaye Arohae 

Aaye Betuula 

Aaye Emiyoo 

Aaye Geesiyo 

Aaye Khuurfoo 

Aaye Masheeyo 

Aaye Rahaan 

Aaye Ryhana 

Aaye Shab Faat 

Aaye Taahir Faat 

Aaye Etaaqella 

Aaye Kuliyoo 

Aaye Zehaki Nur 

Abaader Omar Shiek 

Abaader Teyfuur 

Abaader Wenbaar 

Abaa’er Shiek Osman 

Abaa Hurera 

Abdulrahman 

Abej Akenaa 

Abej Atfie 

Abul Kasim 

Aderae Tiko 

Aguuber Ahmed 

Ahmed bin Alwan 

Ahmed Ezin 

Ali Sherif 

Amir Adham 

Amir Edal 

Amir Nur 

Arab Liji 

Awaay Faaris 

Basole 

Dehabwa Kamila 

Derma Weeli 

Feki Gatur 

Feki Nerso 

Ferajeet Ibrahim 

Gatuur Feki Hamid(Anuus 

Abdulmalik) 

Gugus Abdella 

Haaha Feje 

Haashim Abdulaziz 

Imam Ahmed 

Jeberti Osmail 

Jejeba Mahi Sheik 

Kebir Khalil 

Kebir Yonis 

Kelef Mohammed 

Kesem Absir 

Khadana Khudun 

Khatib Salih 

Khazir Abouygn 

Khazir Wanbaar 

Khordokhon Osman 

Khugni Sheik 

Kurabae Limaay 

Laaye Aaw Abaader 

Mecca Bilar Seeji 

Mecca Sherif Sheik 

Nura Hussein 

Omar Zeyad 

Oumaa Kodaa 

Saaid Alewi 
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Saati Weli 

Sambaad 

Samrri 

Seetina Fatuma 

Seti Sarah 

Selam Berr 

Seraji Arewacha 

She’ashti Ali 

Sherif Ali 

Sherif Amin 

Sherif Hambolla 

Sherif Hugun 

Sherif Iyederus 

Sherif Kelef 

Sherif Khudun 

Sherif Meltan 

Sherif Nur 

Shiek Ahmed 

Shiek Aslehadin 

Shiek Bezikh 

Shiek Fenin 

Shiek Hashim Abdulazia 

Shiek Hussein Shiek 

Sheliya 

Shiek Ibrahim 

Shiek Ishaak 

Shiek  Mohammed 

Shiek Omar Zeyde 

Shiek Zerbayti 

Shulum Ahmed 

Simbaad 

Wali Faris 

Wali Hashim 

Wali Seyido 

Wali Wersama 

Yahya Zekaria 

Yonis Fekhradin 
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BOROUGHS AND FARMS 

 

Aaw Aabob Keraat 

Aaw Omar 

Aaw Boker 

Aaw Gejaa Kechin Ouga 

Aaw Kokahaaye 

Aba Yakubach Toyaa 

Abossele 

Abouygn Guduf 

Abur Telafa 

Adrea Teeko 

Afen kelal 

Agaa’mo 

Agoora 

Ali Kooyea 

Amir Ouga a’hear 

Amir Ouga 

Amir Gaar Ouga 

Amir Mohammed Ounn 

Anbesa Gebee Ouga 

Aruz Ouga 

Asuum Berri Mewred 

Awash Zerr 

Beedro Berri Melea’taa 

Behaar 

Berberi Zer Toyaa 

Berri Toyaa 

Berri Ouga 

Boomba Ouga 

Bulukh Toyaa 

Buruuh 

Chaat Megalaa 

Chaefe Ouga 

Chefae 

Chelae Teraa 
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Chuur Ouga 

Deekker 

Derae Shumburo 

Derek Zer 

Dini Gobenaa 

Duus Megaala 

Ekhey Megaala 

Enchi Megaala 

Erer 

Eshesh Megaala 

Eskhanti Gaaye 

Ferez Megalaa 

Ge’ Hanburti Ouga 

Ge’lea Ge’ 

Gaaz Ealaa 

Gaffa Gaar 

Gebraru 

Gedeer Megala 

Gelemaa Toyaa 

Geraa Jelea 

Harawea 

Ha’reet Dablee 

Hasheema Zer 

Hashi Zer 

Jejeb Mashi Shiek 

Jelaaba 

Jewaaji Gaar Eahaer 

Jiin Ealaa 

Joggol Toyaa 

Khalil Gobena 

Khutba Aehair 

Kulub Toyaa 

Kumatea Genda 

Kumatea’yach Ataaye 

Laaye Sigae’cha 

Laaye Berq 
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Laaye Nazero 

Lemaye Seri 

Luugo 

Maachow Sefer 

Maadu 

Maawer 

Marekh 

Mataar Ataay 

Medrasa Toyaa 

Medrasa Eahair Ouga 

Megaala Mewraad 

Megaala Oukhat 

Megerewa Wegaer 

Mekee’na Girgir 

Meqoora 

Metten Ataye 

Mohammed Ali 

Negaaye 

Nugus Sheer 

Nugus Zer 

Saar Gobena 

Saelat 

Salim Ouga 

Segeecha 

Selfi Sidaa 

Shafaat 

Shognea Toyaa 

Shenkoreen 

Sherif  Ali 

Sherif Eayne 

Shewaash Toyaa 

Shuhmuudud 

Suktaat 

Sukuul 

Taaka teraa 

Tehaaye Berka 
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Tehaaye Naazero 

Tehaaye Segaachi 

Tumtuu Ouga 

Tuuma Zer 

Wabtach Ataaye 

Webah Sheh’sheera 

Weeli Hashim 

Weraaba Nudul Ouga 

Zegah Ouga 

 

 

You are already mini-history yourself. 

But, if you value the history of your ancestors, 

We will be full history. 

Do not be the weakest link of the chain and kill your history. 
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SOCIAL IMMUNITY 
 

Continuity of significant generations, 
A message to the social system 

A message to the galaxy 

A message to the universe 

A letter to whom it may concern 

Regarding protection of self-esteem 

And breaking dependency syndrome. 

 

Immune yourself also 

From all sorts of non-organic viruses 

And from benign forms of suicide packages, 

Which are infecting the whole universe. 

 

Inhumanly changing world 

Creating its own destructive guide 

Blinded by self deceiving attitudes 

Equipped with immoral ordnance 

Spreading diseases of inorganic origins. 

 

The loss of moral integrity and intimacy 

Shattering structure of a family; 

The loss of human dignity 

In the name of democracy and humanity 

Coming from all sorts of confused personalities 

In a parcel of modern civilization vanity. 

 

The dazed twenty one century 

Filled with venom of social adultery 

Prioritizing material and destructive technologies 

Idealizing various disoriented personalities 

Not caring for the souls of societies 
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Sending a life giving assistance of friendly fire 

Tell me if this is different from fatal enemy fire. 

 

Of  I see the tainted superficial smile, 

The fake welcoming flashy style, 

Programmed with artificial manners a great deal 

With no substance and no human feel. 

  

Of I see the insidiousness from within inside 

Addressed with a wrap of humanitarian aid 

Seen it coming from the vanity hemisphere 

Spreading invisible venom in the social atmosphere 

In all directions through many a media feature. 

 

Of most democratic-colonialists strategic guide 

As it is practised secretly underground 

With a spectre-like sophisticated style, 

Devitalizing the innocent and the humble 

In this part of the world creating super hell. 

 

No loss is a small loss 

To this veneer of modern civilization, 

The cause of all sorts of soul destruction, 

Of the innocent, the old and the children 

In the name of ordaining and poverty alleviation. 

 

Know your primary concern 

Continue cultivate positive intention 

Wake up within and be firm in action. 

Break the dependency syndrome ever and anon, 

Take precaution and protect the children, 

The innocent and the blissfully unaware, 

The unfortunate segment of the population. 

 

No loss is a small lose 

Wake up … up to the messages 
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Keep your cultural and traditional values; 

Protect yourself from mental enslavement, 

Immune the society from such alien hollowness 

From all sorts of camouflaged civilization gifts. 

 

Success is mine, 

Failure I fear not. 

No running away from de facto reality. 

Preserve your cultural values 

And the greatest constitution (Qur’an); 

As your personal goals and mission. 
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PLACES OF 

VENERATION 

Magnificent 

gates, encircling 

walls, shrines, 

mosques and 

ancient 

buildings were 

built utilizing 

the talents and 

extraordinary 

efforts of the 

people. The 

citizens do their 

best to preserve 

the original 

beauty of the 

places of 

veneration to 

these dates. 

 

Aaw 
Abadir 
Shrine 
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FURTHER READINGS 
 

Publications available in English, German, Italian and other languages 

on Harar issues are listed below. The publications are listed for those 

who are interested in exploring and widening their knowledge horizon 

about this unique city-state, Harar. Also, publications in Harari and 

Amharic languages are available in the Document and Cultural 

Centers, Harar.  

 

Mind you, the list is not exhaustive and there is an on-going research 

to update and list as many publications as possible in the future.  

 

1. Abdulahi, M. A. 1990. A Survey of the Harar Djugol (Wall) and its 

Gates. 1st National Conference Proceedings of the First National 

Conference of Ethiopian Studies, Addis Ababa, April 11-12. 

2. Abogne, A. A. 2002. Bercha (Cryptic Tales of Harar & Glimpses 

of my Life). Toronto, Canada. 

3. Ahmed, Z. 1982. A Birth of an Ethnographic Museum, a Report on 

the Establishment of Harari Museum. Paper presented at the 

International Symposium on History and Ethography in Ethiopian 

Studies, organized in collaboration with the Italian Cultural 

Institute, November 18-25, 1982. 

4. Alula, A. 1969. Studien zur jungeren Ettwicklung der 

Kulturlandschaft im Hochland von Harar. Dissertation. Bonn. 

5. Bareley, A. 1890. Notes sur le Harar. Bulletin de Geographie 

Historique et Descriptive, 1. 

6. Burton, R. F. 1856. First Footsteps in East Africa. London. 

7. Burton, R. F. 1966. First Footsteps in East Africa. Edited with an 

introduction and additional chapters by Gordon Waterfield. 

Routledge and Kegan Paul. London. 

8. Caulk, R. 1971. The Occupation of Harar, January 1887. Journal 

of Ethiopian Studies. 9 (2). 

9. ________ 1973. Harar Town in the 19th Century and Its 

Neighbours. Congress of Africanists, 3rd session, Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia, December 9-19. 
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10. _________ 1975. Menilek’s Conquest and Local Leaders in Harar. 

Paper presented at Harari Studies Conference, June 1975, Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia. 

11. Cerulli, E. 1936. La Lingua e la storia di Harar. Studi Ethiopici, 1. 

12. Gibb,  C. 1996. In the City of Saints: Religion, Politics and Gender 

in Harar, Ethiopia. Ph.D Dissertation, University of Oxford. 

13. Hecht, E. D. 1975. Harari Basketry. Paper presented at the Harari 

Studies Conference, June 1975, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

14. _________ 1980. Voluntary Associations and the Social Status of 

Harari Women. Paper presented at the 6th International Ethiopian 

Studies Conference, April 1980, Tel Aviv, Israel. Proceedings, pp. 

295-313. 

15. _________ 1982. The city of Harar and the traditional Harari 

house. Journal of Ethiopian Studies, 15: 57-78. Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia. 

16. Koehn, P. and S. R. Waldon. 1978. Afocha as a Link between 

Community and Administration in Harar, Ethiopia. Maxwell 

School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University, 

Syracuse, New York, USA. 

17. Leslau, W. 1963. Etymological Dictionary of Harari. University of 

California Publications, Berkeley, Los Angeles. 

18. _________ 1965. Ethiopians Speak, I, Harari. With contributions 

by Abdurahman M. K., Ahmed M. R., Ahmed A. K., Ibrahim Y. 

B., and  Yusuf A. A. University of California Publications, 

Berkeley, Los Angeles. 

19. Mokhtar, M. 1876. Notes sur le pays de Harar. Bulletin Societe 

Khedivienne de Geographie du Caire, 1: 347-372. 

20. Pankhurst, R. K. P. 1958. Harar at the turn of the Century. Ethiopia 

Observer, 2 (2). Special issue on Harar. 

21. __________ 1975. The Harar’ Dire Dawa Road and the “Road-

Construction Association” of 1934. Paper presented at the Harari 

Studies Conference, June 1975. Addis Ababa. 

22. Pankhurst, S. E. 19581. A visit of Harar. Ethiopia Observer, 2 (1). 

Special issue on Harar. 

23. __________ 1958b. Harar under Egyptian rule. Ethiopia Observer, 

2 (2). Special issue on Harar. 
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24. Paulitschke, p. 1888. Harar, Forschungsreise nach den Somal-und 

Galla-Landern Ost-Afrikas. Brockhaus, Leipzig. 

25. Rahji Abdella. 1987. The Kulub – Hannolatto Movement by the 

Harari. BA thesis, Addis Ababa University. 

26. Robecchi-Brichetti, L. 1896. Nell’Harar. Galli, Milano. 

27. Sacconi, P. 1883. Stazione di Harar. Esploratore. 

28. Santagata, F. 1937. Harar-La citta indigena. Italia d’Oltremare. 

29. Scarin, E. 1942. Hararino. Firenze. 

30. Starkie, E. 1937. Arthur Ribmaud in Abyssinia. Oxford. 

31. Stitz, V. 1975. Arabic Town Records and Economic and 

Population History of Harar during the 19th Century. Paper 

presented at the Harari Studies Conference, June 1975, Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia. 
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33. Wagner, E. 1975. Imamat und Sultanat in Harar. In Saeculum, 

XXVI, p.3. Freiburg/Br. 
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of the Fifth International Conference of Ethiopian Studies, 
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This book invites you to a journey of indigenous knowledge and experiences. Most 
of all invigorating – the legacy of peaceful society. Abdi boldly attempts to defend 
his root. He gives us positive look to continue unaffected at the time of astronomic 
flux. It is really daring confidence. It is a-must read book. 

-Ahmed Zakaria, Assistant Professor, Addis Ababa University 

 

 

 

An excellent example of History in Africa that represents and exemplifies co-
existence, tolerance, peace and unity. The book records full of challenges, 
commitments and continuity. A-must have book under your armpit. 

-Dr. Natalie Hahn, Country Representative, UNICEF, Malawi 

 

 

 

A book that highlights adorable traditional treasure that must be preserved, 
nurtured and sustained. Educating, Informing and Entertaining book.  

-Hon. Marwan Badri, Former Harari Education Bureau Head 

 

The cultural issues are presented in very interesting way. Very educative piece of 
work; and symbolizes co-existence and peace! 

- Dr. F. M. Gulule, Education Specialist 

 Language and Communications Department, University of Malawi 

 
 

The history of Harar is the most exciting tales in East Africa – but who is there to 
tell it in our homes, our schools or on the wireless? Let’s tell the children as the 
psychosocial momentum is set in this book. 

-Prof. Abdi-Khalil Edriss Abougn 
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