
IN THE NAME OF ALLAH 

MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL 

I Greet you all with a Greetings of Paradise  

Asalamu  Alaikum  Warahmatullahi Wabarakathu  

May Peace and Blessings be upon Prophet Muhammad and His rightly guided followers. 

☆   ☆   ☆ 

WHY YOU FORSAKEN ME? 

Cowed in Silence or Political Apathy  

 

O You who believe! Fear God, and (always)say a word directed to the Right: 

That He may make your conduct whole and sound and forgive you your sins: he that obeys 

God and His Messenger, has already attained the highest achievement. 

Surah Al Ahzab 70 – 71 

 

I have been dwelling with my thought in a dilemma of uncertainty if at all I relate my sincere 

concern and reach out to a people of conscience will it have a significance of reasoning. At this 

juncture neither silence nor to be a bystander will serve me right. Fortunately to my rescue the 

magnitude of the issue in hand brought to my attention the above Quranic verse in which I derived 

from a spirited strength and reminded me the parental word of wisdom who have thought and 

bestowed on us that  " No matter the quantum of your ideals if all ideals are brought together they 

will have the weight of a gold and the strength of a mountain , never be shaken nor grieve but 

uphold perseverance and resilience,  display humility and respect, have tolerance and above all 

unwavering reliance on Almighty Allah",  my beloved  parents the treasure and masterpiece of our 

conscience ( May Almighty Allah grant you Jennatul  Firdous), Ameen.  As such I resolved to the 

notion that the message should reach out, the call of Harar should reverberate in all the corners of 

the world. Hence, I surrendered my thoughts to the power of pen and paper. 

Looking at Ethiopia my country which Prophet Muhammad(PBUH) talked about, with all its majestic 
history, the cradle of great religions, housing a multitude of wonderful cultural heritage and ethnic 
populace, it is my ever wish that peace, harmony, unity and prosperity prevails in this land of 
humanity.  

     The Quran directs us to be vigilant: 

O You who believe! Persevere in patience and constancy; vie in such perseverance; 

strengthen each other; and fear God; that you may prosper. 

Surah Ale Imran verse 200. 

 

Harar the iconic spiritual landmark of humanity that has made a mark in the heart of many had 

been enlisted by UNESCO as one of the wonders of the world heritage. This acclaimed heritage 

did not come from nowhere and no history can be accounted for without acknowledging the maker 

of the history who where instrumental in establishing this monumental heritage and should be 

accorded with a protection, acknowledgement of their rightful existence and ownership of their 

historical landmark. My conscience won't serve me right if I fail to take pride and dignity from the 

great Harari Elders, the heroes and heroines who have selflessly dedicated all their lifetime in 

preserving, nourishing and laying a foundation of unshakable bondage with our religious and 

cultural heritage. May Almighty Allah grant them all Jennatul Firdous, Ameen. 



The Quran's unwavering assurances: 

It is He Who has sent His Messengers with Guidance and the Religion of Truth, to proclaim 

it over all religion: and enough is God for a witness. 

Muhammed is the Messenger of God: and those who are with him are strong against 
Unbelievers, (but) compassionate amongst each other. 

Surah Al Fath verse 28-29 

 

The current political paradigm shift in Ethiopia, it reminded me  the Newtonian law of physics that 

"every matter is in motion " so does politics ,there is no static state nor permanence in political 

world as it is kept in motion by different spectrum of internal and external forces  in pursuit of  

asserting ones ideology and rules to reign over the other. 

Indeed the decree and power of Almighty Allah supersedes any human beings claim of power 

and authority , in the political arena mankind being behind the wheels of this motion, the 

architect and the formulator tends to define the direction either for a good purpose or bad 

purpose  keeping it in phenomenal eventful journey for history to record it in the book of 

archives. What a wonder this political motion has become a determing factor for the ever 

existence of human race either in peace and harmony, love and affection, war and destruction 

or displacement altering the Geo-demographic habitations resulting in massive regional and 

continental migrations. Great empires and civilisations where a victim of this dynamism few 

retained and kept their cultural heritage and historical physical mark but some happened to be 

vanquished and vanished beyond recognizable physical and historical significance. 

 

The Quran advises us to have absolute reliance on Allah: 
 

Say: " Nothing will happen to us except what God has decreed for us: He is our Protector": 
and on God let the Believers put their trust. 

Surah Al Tawbah verse 51 
 

As such Harar is not immune from this internal and external forces of political makers and 
shakers in determining its direction. At the same time thinking otherwise or to have the temerity 
not to be privy or oblivious to some factual details at this stage of tumultuous global and regional 
political scenarios which is characterised by unprecedent events is nothing but sailing on stormy 
ocean in a sinking ship. Thus One would boldly say the current political wave in Ethiopia be it a 
political reform, a morphosis and genesis of new form of political alliance in an ideological twist , a 
quest for an identity assertion and actualisation or a demand for a broad democratization, should 
serve as an awakening for the beholders, trustees  and inheritors of the formidable history of 
Harar from a cushioned political passivism ,  subjective procrastination, infatuations and cultural 
charm rather to be the vanguard and the rightful persona to address the detrimental facts on the 
grounds that has the potential to alter the ever existence of Harari cultural heritage and historical 
land mark. The choice is on us either to be cowed in silence or to allow political apathy to prevail 
over our conscience with an ultimate consequential result of imminent extinction.  
 

The Quran directs us to have absolute reliance on Allah: 
 

You who believe! Stand out firmly for God, as witnesses to fair dealings, and let not the 
hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is 

next to piety: and fear God. For God is well - acquainted with all that you do.  
Surah Al Maidah verse 8 

 



The principle of positive thinking and optimism implies, If there is a will and determination there is 

light by the end of the tunnel. It is incumbent upon us to take this challenge and address the 

issues with wisdom for a lasting solution without infringing upon the rights of the others nor allow 

our entity to be eroded. As such identifying the  core elemental factors that had lead to this 

predicament as well as understanding the magnitude of the issue , self introspection and capacity 

assessment has an immense importance in mapping a strategic path to overcome and bring 

about a tangible formidable structure that ensures sustainability and an integrated informed 

society . 

The Quran reminds us: 

 

O you who believe! Fear God and let every soul look to what (provision) he has sent forth 

for the morrow. Indeed, fear God:  for God is well - acquainted with(all) that you do. 

And be you not like those who forgot God and He made them to forget their own souls! 

Such are the rebellious transgressors! 

Not equal are the Companions of the Fire and the Companions of Garden: it is the 

Companions of the Garden, that will achieve Felicity.  

Sura Hasher verse 18-20  

 

To come up with a defining clarity of understanding the current predicament facing Harar. 

Subjecting Harar to the current political wave which is engulfing Ethiopia has a paramount 

importance so as to map a strategic path to assert the ever existence of this formidable empire. 

The golden opportune that Harar had to solidify its historical position politically, socially and 

economically post the rules of Menelik, Haile Selassie and military junta was at the advent of the 

rule of EPRDF. As such our recollection of events and political decisions made at that moment 

does have a prominence in subjecting us to see the light for the future political direction. 

Thus, for purpose of evaluating the historical event that has mapped curved and enclaved Harar 

in the current geographical state, contextually recalling the events at the helm of EPRDF 

assuming power shall draw our attention for a better understanding. The constitutionalised 

political trajectory that has centered its political ideology on ethnic federalism as its modus 

operandi of governance came up with a political mandate of constitutionally ratifying the rights of 

nations and nationalities of Ethiopia. Adopted formations of political parties on ethnic lines, 

parliamentary representations and demarcation of geographical boundaries of nations and 

nationalities in line with ethnic identity and symbolism of the populace accordingly. 

To date Ethiopia is being governed by the political establishment of EPRDF in accordance to the 

political framework that was put in place. Suffice to say the current Harar region which is 

administered by politically and ethnically affiliated body and as one of the regional establishments 

in a such format is bound to the applicability of this ethnic centered constitutional governance. Its 

merits and demerits, its ramifications as a result of administrative capability or insufficiency can 

either result in progressive development or down hill regression having a direct implication on 

various spectrums upon the region and the public at large.  

Hence in the context of the Harar region a thought provoking and brain storming discussion and 

pertinent questions can be tabled to ascertain how the regional formations were constituted. Be it 

in a political correctness or fairness in light of a documented evidential historical background, 

subjectively the position of Harar with regard to its regional representation should be presented 

without ambiguity and modification in its originality based on the historic context. Implying that any 

distortions, modifications or adjustments made to suite a given political scenario in most of cases 



does bring about disharmony, dispossession, social and economical crisis and infringements of 

rights and entitlement as it has been witnessed in the past historical events. It is perceived and 

understood that governmental constitutional proposition should inculcate and base its applicability 

in conformity with the evidential facts on the ground without compromising the historical context 

taking into account the wills and aspirations  of the people to institute a legal ratification of ethnic 

rights of nations and nationalities.  

Thus, the following crucial points stands to be given a due considerations with regard to Harar and 

Harari's. 

-How do we perceive and understand     Harar? 

- What we mean by Harar and Hararis? 

- What is the social fabric and religious orientations of Harari's? 

- What is our historical benchmark for our understanding of Harar? is it the  

The rule of Imam Ahmed Al Gazali known as Ahmed Guraay by (ethnic somalians), Ahmed 

Giraayn in (history book of Ethiopia) and his follow Amirs who ruled Harar. 

. The rule of Menelik post conquering   Harar. 

. The rule of Hailesellasie. 

. The rule of military junta colonel Mengistu. 

. The rule of EPRDF to date. 

-What is the religious and cultural heritage of Harari's and regional integrations with the 

surrounding populace economically and politically? 

-What is our understanding of Harar in the political world in the past and present? 

- How Harar should be projected in the political arena in the future? 

- What is the socio political and economic relevance of Harar regionally? 

- What significance Harar has for the muslim world regionally and beyond. 

The Harar region that had experienced a tumultuous political upheaval,  colossal social and 

economical misappropriation,  religious erosion and subjugation for decades, as the political tide 

changed after the fall of the military rule Harar had to come to terms to embrace a new model of 

political format and a formation of a regional establishment in accordance to the script of the ruling 

EPRDF. Thus the establishment of Region 13 the Harar region with its political geographical land 

mark of (Jegol & Hundanaa) came to being. The inception  of this region was graced by massive 

euphoria and exaltation from the public at large and gave birth to the formation of a political party 

in the history of Harari's after along decade that was given the soul mandate to govern and 

administer the Harar region named and referred as the  Harari National League (HNL) with the 

hope that it shall deliver and meet the  expectation of the people primarily on: 

1. Restoration and revival of the religious dignity and value  

2. Social upliftment and infrastructural development,  

3. Promoting social cohesiveness, peace and harmony 

4. Economical progression and development of enterpurunal enterprises  

5. Establishment of institutionalised higher education centres and upliftment of the education 

system  

6. Ensuring health delivery and creating an awareness on health matters such as addictive 

behaviour causing agents etc. 

7. Asserting political relevance and establishing a concerted firm organisational foundation 

8. Mapping and envisaging a road map for a sustainable target orientated developmental growth 

9. Promoting cultural value and preserving cultural heritage  



10. Ensuring a proactive engagement in running the affairs of Harar in a collective manner. 

11. Laying down a concreted strategy and framework that shall put Harar in a proper footing and 

firm political direction by envisaging a projected direction. 

12. Strengthening communal relationships between the surrounding populace, mapping a 

coordinated system of work integration between Hararis in diaspora and in Harar. 

13. Ensuring environmental protection and prohibition of operational functionary of business 

entities as well as labels and names that are being used for such business promotions 

contrary to the value and dignity of the region such as Harar beer, Awsofi stout non-alcoholic 

beer etc., within its jurisdiction.  

14. Creating social welfare for the elders, destitute and orphans, etc. 

 
The Quran Calls us to: 

 
You are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind, enjoying what is right, forbidding what is 
wrong, and believing in God. If only the people of book had had faith, it were best for them: 

among them are some who have faith, but most of them are perverted transgressors. 
Surah Ale Imran verse 110 

 

The HNL as a ruling party has been on leadership of the region for a whopping quarter a 

century ever since the EPRDF assumed the governmental role after the downfall of the military 

rule to date. Due acknowledgment and appreciation should be extended to HNL (t he 

administrative apparatus) for some of the endeavours that it had put in place.  But in all fairness be 

it observationally or looking at facts on the ground, since the inception of the region one would ask 

has the HNL ( the administrative apparatus ) delivered and met the aspiration and mandate of the 

people during all this years while the region was hosting and accommodating a cocktail of 

leaderships and personalities one after the other as a helpless destitute with no significant impact  

politically, economically and socially. Despite the enormous period of time and opportunities the 

HNL ( the administrative apparatus) had in its disposal, it remained to be meek, weak and shifty on 

relevant subject matters totally unable to convincingly present an explanation to defend the status 

quo or at a very least state for the record exactly what it stands for. Neither it can absolve itself 

from the responsibility nor it can be erased from the record book of history. 

How unfortunate it is , Harari' s are adopting a position of  a victimised entity while we had all 

the opportune, multiple capacities and possibilities right Infront of our eyes to institute a firm 

socio political structure rather than being in a state of social dilemma and least to say political 

orphanage. Is that like what our Somali brothers call it "Bakheeti Yaa Naseeb" a worst 

opportunity,  was it really a worst opportune or an opportune that was not put in the right 

perspectives, not utilised and applied accordingly or mishandled, blundered and squandered 

beyond once imagination. 

Multifactorial reasons can be tabled to bring to light the factual reasons that has immensely 

contributed to the colossal political predicament which is currently haunting Harar. 

1. First and most of all is religious erosion, degradation and divisions  

2. Cultural supremacy and pride over core religious value and practice 

3. Political apathy and introversionist  

4. Lack of concerted collective consultative culture and broad participatory role  

5. Misplaced political direction devoid of foresight characterised by internal rift, personalisation, 

egocentrism and disgruntlement.  



6. Ineffectiveness in implantation of policies and an aptitude of reversal regression rather than 

forward trajectory 

7. Exclusionist and lack of cohesiveness,  

8. Downhill trajectory of the social and economical livelihood of the people  

9. Lack of political relevance and actualization  

10. Loss of confidence and uncertainty in the political direction 11. Public disgruntlement and 
dissatisfaction, so on and so forth  

 
The Quran warns us: 

O you who believe!  Obey God, and obey the Messenger, and make not vain your deeds. Surah 
Muhammed verse 33 

Be not weary and faint- hearted, crying for peace, when you should be uppermost for God is with 
you, and will never put you in loss for your (good) deeds. Surah Muhammed verse 35 

If you turn back (from the path), He will substitute in your stead another people; then they would 
not be like you!  

Surah Muhammed verse 38 

 
Subjecting HNL( the administrative apparatus) in good faith without any bias to performance 

scrutiny by taking into serious considerations the indicators on the ground in light of objective critic 

and fair observations, HNL( the administrative apparatus past and present ) having assumed a 

leadership role and governance of the Harar region summarily and squarely are responsible for 

the  socio political depical facing the region and the public at large. However in this regard by any 

measure and standard a positive critic shouldn't be construed otherwise nor there is an iota of 

witch hunting and malicious  scrutiny but the aim is directed  towards seeking a remedial path and 

a collective  understanding of the matter in hand on level headedness to address the over all 

circumstances  holistically.  

Be it as it may, the bottom line is the issue belongs to the people, it reflects on the people 
and the solution lies within the people and It is high time to look beyond expediency and 
convenience. 

The Quran directs our conscious to: 
 

Be sure We shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods or lives 
or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who patiently persevere 

Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To God we belong, and to Him is our return": 
They are those on whom (descend) blessings from God, and Mercy, and they are the ones 

that receive guidance. 
Surah Al Baqarah verse 155,156,157. 

 
Indeed, facts are hard to swallow but a bitter medicine is worth taking if at all healing is most 
needed. One can not at all by any measure and standard decide to have a deaf ear to hear, a 
blind eye to see nor a heart sealed not to feel, while  Harar is saying  WHY YOU FORSAKEN ME 
?, Have you given up on me or are you in complacency and solace?, I am your mother a treasure 
of your value and dignity, a source of your spiritual land mark, O'my children forge unity within your 
ranks brethren with brethren, sisters with sisters, elders and young one's all in oneness for a 
common purpose holding to the rope of your spiritual fundamentals and rise up beyond the 
situational circumstances that is haunting me to protect and preserve me. I need you more than 
ever before the storm takes me away. I am calling upon you hoping you will come to my rescue, 
so many times I have raised my voice so that you hear me clear and loud. I have stretched out my 
hand so that you reach out and embrace me. I have unwavering hope one day somehow you will 
heed to my call. But now, day by day my strength is dwindling. I am too fragile and weak; I can't 
stretch my hands nor raise my voice of desperation. O'my children remember that I have never 
disowned you neither abandoned you nor I have given up on you but the circumstances is 
uncomprehendable, the desperation is surmountable unbearable and I rest my case to the 



Almighty Allah in whose hand is the dominion of the world to rescue me, revive and restore in me 
the  exemplified iconic symbolism of  highly spirited Islamic intellectualism and cultural treasure 
that was bestowed upon me. My hope and reliance on the Almighty Allah is everlasting. 
 

The Quran has indicated to us: 
 

By (the Token of) Time (through the Ages), 
Verily Man is in loss, 

Except such as have Faith, and do righteous deeds, and (join together) in the mutual 
teaching of Truth, and of Patience and Constancy.  

Surah Al- Asr 
 

It takes a monumental courage to internalise the circumstantial situation which Harar is facing, to 
introspect and seek for a healing path to mend the wounds inflicted one way or the other. In doing 
so honesty, humility and a conscience of value and dignity, modulation of our perceptional outlook 
by embracing the fundamental principles and guidelines of religious belief should take a 
precedence by leaving aside self-centred myopic egos, delusional denials, personification, 
divisions in various lines and being blemish.  
 

The Quran advised us to uphold unity: 
 

And hold fast, all together, by the rope which God (stretches out for you), and be not divided 
among yourselves; and remember with gratitude God's favour on you; for you were enemies and 
He joined your hearts in Love, so that by His Grace, you became brethren; and you were on the 

brink of the pit of Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus, does God make His Signs clear to you: that 
you may be guided. Surah Ale Imran verse 103 

 

As such a remedial approach and acknowledgment of the failure is the only ultimate solution for a 
corrective measure to be instituted without fear and favour by engaging all Harari's within and the 
diaspora in formatting a collective consultative effort without exclusion to map and strategize the 
way forward. I should not be short of words to express with a profound humility and due respect 
that my heart goes to the Harari's who are striving to streamline and bring about a constructive 
foundation. 

The Quran gives us assurance: 
 

In the case of those who say, " our Lord is God" and, further stand straight and steadfast, the 
Angel's descend on them (from time to time): Fear you not! "(they suggest), nor grieve! But receive 

the glad Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss), that which you were promised! 
We are your protectors in this life and in the Hereafter: therein shall you have all that your souls 

shall desire; therein shall you have all that you ask for!  

A hospitable gift from one Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful!" 

Surah Fussilat or Ha Mim Sajda 

Verse 30,31,32 

I thank Almighty Allah for having given me this opportunity to allude my thought and shed light on 

the subject matter as a concerned son of this majestic heritage. 

Dedicated and written in memories of my beloved parents Awa Haji Kamil Sherif & Aya Ayesha 

Imran (May Allah grant them Jennatul Firdous), to Harari Elders, the Heroes and Heroines of the 

Harari community members and to the Harari people at large. 

Wasalamu Alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakathu  

Fe Amanlillah   Jazakumullah khairan 

☆ Allahu Maagan ☆ 



 

Dr.Imran Kamil Sherif ☆☆☆ 17/11/2019 

Co-producer of the documentary titled 
Untold Ethiopia featuring First Hijra, Islam in Ethiopia and 
Harar in conjunction with 
Dr. Shaik Abdullah Hakim quick. 
(Video can be viewed on youtube) 
Author of articles titled: 
 

• FROM THE ROOT TO THE FRUIT  
Laying the foundation of knowledge  
 A Tribute to Haji Kamil Sherif and The Abadir school 

 

• A PREJUDICED DEMEANOUR  
A response to Habetamu Ayalew's of Ethio360 media misappropriated comments on Harar   
and Harari's. 

• IDENTITY and DIGNITY   
The defining markers Reflection on migration and its implications on Harar and Harari 
diaspora.  

• WHY YOU FORSAKEN ME 
Reflection on Harar Past, Present and what the Future holds. 

 

☆☆☆ 

. 


